What is meant by “the Holy Estate of Marriage?”
“Marriage is a divine ordinance instituted for the promotion of man’s happiness and the glory of God.  (from the PCA Book of Church Order) 

“Into the whiche holy estate these two persones present come noew to be ioyned.” (1549 Prayer Book of King Edward VI)

“an honourable estate, instituted of God in the time of man’s innocency, signifying unto us the mystical union that is betwixt Christ and his Church”…. it “is not by any to he entered into unadvisedly or lightly ; but reverently, discreetly, advisedly, soberly, and in the fear of God.” (1892 Prayer Book)

 “into this holy estate these two persons present come now to be joined” (Book of Common Prayer 1928). 

“Dearly beloved, we are gathered together here in the sight of God, and in the face of this congregation, to join together this Man and this Woman in holy Matrimony; which is an honourable estate, instituted of God in the time of man's innocency, signifying unto us the mystical union that is betwixt Christ and his Church; which holy estate Christ adorned and beautified with his presence, and first miracle that he wrought, in Cana of Galilee; and is commended of Saint Paul to be honourable among all men: and therefore is not by any to be enterprised, nor taken in hand, unadvisedly, lightly, or wantonly, to satisfy men's carnal lusts and appetites, like brute beasts that have no understanding; but reverently, discreetly, advisedly, soberly, and in the fear of God; duly considering the causes for which Matrimony was ordained.”
“Marriage is a divine ordinance instituted for the promotion of man’s happiness and the glory of God.  The sacredness of the relation is revealed by the fact that the Holy Spirit has selected it as an apt emblem of the union existing between our Lord and His bride, the Church.  Hence, beloved friends, take heed to the exhortation of the inspired apostle, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for it”  (Ephesians 5:26).  “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord”  (Ephesians 5:22).  The happiness contemplated by this union is realized only by those who fully appreciate its sacredness and are faithful in the performance of the mutual obligations growing out of it, and seek daily God’s blessing. 

And now as you enter into this new relation, consecrated by heaven’s benediction and hallowed by all that is tenderest and truest in human affection, I entreat you both to join with me in the prayer that God may bless this union, and sanctify it to the furtherance of your good and to the glory of His most holy Name.  (PCA book of church order)
Common Wedding Vow: Will you have this woman/man to be your wife/husband to live together according to God’s decree in the holy estate of marriage? Will you love her/him, comfort her/him, honour and keep her/him, in sickness and in health, and forsaking all others, faithfully keep to her/him alone, so long as you both shall live?

· Why is marriage considered a “holy estate”? 

· What does it mean to live together according to God’s decree?

What is a “Marriage of Purpose”?
General Puprose Westminster Shorter Catechism

Question. 1. What is the chief end of man?
Answer. Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him for ever.
· Why is it important to ask this question when we consider the Purpose of marriage (with a capital “P”)?

Discipleship – “Marriage is to be understood as one aspect of discipleship for those who are called to the married state…It is dangerously possible to speak of marriage as if it were a discipleship-free zone.” (Ash)
Matthew 28

18* Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19* Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20* and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

2 Timothy 2: 2 And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.

Matthew 16

24* Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25* For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.

“Most books on marriage are too needs-centred, too couple-centred and too feelings-centred; ought we not to be asking how we may serve God in our marriages? “ (Ash)

Perhaps the most important question that can be asked of any marriage is simply this: how much more does our spouse reflect the image and glory of God because of it? (Tim & Beth Brewer)
Reflecting God’s covenant to man

· How does our theology influence our marriages?
“What we believe to be true about God and his purposes in this world will not only affect our ultimate convictions about the "chief end of man," but also the way in which we seek to relate to others.” (Tim & Beth Brewer)

The Bible gives to the marriage relationship a deep and uniquely theological significance. Marriage mirrors:

1. the God-man covenant relationship

2. the relationship of loving faithfulness between the LORD and his people Israel

3. the relationship between Christ and his Church. 

Colossians 3

9 Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord,
20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.
22 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.
23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Saviour.
24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her
26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word,
27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.
28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.
29 After all, no-one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church--
30 for we are members of his body.
31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.”
32 This is a profound mystery--but I am talking about Christ and the church.

33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.
Practical Implications of Theology

Ephesians 5:21 1 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

· What are the theological implications of Ephesians 5?

· What are the practical implications of Ephesians 5?
Practical implications - Mutual submission implies mutual service, as evidenced by the fact that the wife vows to honor and obey someone who has committed himself to laying down his life for her welfare. 
So, too, the husband vows to love unconditionally someone who has committed herself to following him. Apart from the obvious parallels to our faith in Christ, what could be more "practical" than a life-long relationship based upon mutual love and submission? In Christian marriage, the husband and wife are called to be, first and foremost, the servants of one another.

It may be that Christian responses to marriage breakdown have majored too much on trying to help people build and sustain relationships without giving them the outward-looking focus of serving God. In so doing we are buying unwittingly into the spirit of the age; we appear to accept much of the implicit relational primacy of our culture and just try to show our readers how to do it better than the world outside. Instead the whole paradigm needs to be challenged.
