LOVING GOD WITH OUR MINDS 

Loving God with our Minds

Matthew 22:36-29 (see also Mk 12:30, Luke 10:27)

36 "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 37 Jesus replied: "`Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: `Love your neighbor as yourself.'

Mind: Greek: dianoia {dee-an'-oy-ah} AV - mind 9, understanding 3, 
·  What is the mind?
· How do you love God with your mind?
· How do you teach your children to love God with their minds?
The Battle for the Mind

· Do you sense that there is a battle for the minds and hearts of our children?

· Explain how the the battle varies with the age of our children.

“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.” (Ephesians 6:12)

“And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.” (2 Corinthians 11: 14)
“We dare not ignore that in the battle for the mind, the forces of anti-supernaturalism, of humanism and of dualism have temporarily at least won a commanding victory... The danger of withdrawing even surreptitiously from previously occupied ground cannot be overestimated. For one thing, when we retreat we become irrelevant in the world environment in which we are to witness and testify to our creating and redeeming God.” (General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland, May 1999)

"If we abide by the principles taught in the Bible, our country will go on prospering and to prosper; but if we and our posterity neglect its instructions and authority, no man can tell how sudden a catastrophe may overwhelm us and bury all our glory in profound obscurity." (Daniel Webster)

Preparing Our Minds for Battle

· How do we prepare our minds for action (battle)?

· What does the “helmet of salvation protect”, and what does it protect us from? 

Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. 14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance.  15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy." (1 Peter 1:13)
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. (Colossians 3: 1)
Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. (Eph 6:17 ) 

Helping Covenant Children to Think the Way God Wants

:  Philippians 4:8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things.

· How does God want us to think?  

· How can we help our children think this way?

· What are we to think about? 

· What satisfies the criteria of Philippians 4:8?

“We have been recipients of the choicest bounties of Heaven; we have been preserved these many years in peace and prosperity; we have grown in numbers, wealth and power as no other nation has ever grown. But, we have forgotten God….” (Abraham Lincoln, Thanksgiving Proclamation, 1863.
Teaching our Covenant Children to Test  the Thoughts of the Day

1 Thess 5: 21 Test everything. Hold on to the good. 22 Avoid every kind of evil.

· What are we to test?

· What important issues to our  covenant children fail to test?

· What standards are we to use in our testing?

