CHILDREN OF THE COVENANT

What Is Covenant Theology?
It is a systematic expression of the theology found in Scripture. It assumes that there is a unity in God's covenant of grace in all eras of history. (Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and for ever. - Heb 11:13)
Covenant Theology stresses the sovereignty of God, the dependence of man and the necessity of a Mediator.
How Does Covenantal Theology differ from Dispensationalism?
A covenant theologian sees only one plan for fallen man's restoration unfolding in the Bible. By contrast, the Dispensationalist proposes a more than one scheme for man's rescue (Bordwein, www.thornwellhall.org)
What is the Nature of the Covenant?

A covenant is an agreement between two parties in which certain stipulations, usually consisting of obligations, blessings and curses, are set forth.

The covenant is the means by which man has communion with God. 

It is a living bond between God and man wherein God pledges to be our God and claims us to be His people.  

What is the Formula of a Covenant?

The common formula by which God describes this relationship is, "I will be your God and you will be My people." Jer 32:22 "`So you will be my people, and I will be your God.'"

 Genesis 17:7-9: "And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your descendants after you. Also I give to you and your descendants after you the land in which you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and I will be their God. And God said to Abraham: As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you throughout their generations".

1) “This relationship is a real relationship, binding God and those with whom He enters into covenant. Those who are in covenant with God are set apart from the world to belong to Him -- they are marked as His own possession.

2) The relationship is a blessed relationship (God pledges to be our God, to do all that is necessary for us to have life before Him).

3) The relationship binds us to holy obligation to be His people: "In its most essential aspect, a covenant is that which binds people together. Nothing lies closer to the heart of the biblical concept of the covenant than the imagery of a bond inviolable." (O. Palmer Robertson, The Christ of the Covenants, p. 4)
What was the understanding of covenant life in ancient Israel?: “An ancient Jewish prayer (in fact, traditionally the first prayer made for the children born to a family in Israel) was that "as he had been joined to the covenant so it might also be to him in regard to the Torah (the covenant law, that he might become a faithful lover of God), to the Chuppah (the covenant of marriage, that he might become a faithful husband and father), and to good works (that he might be a faithful laborer).”" (Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, vol. I, p. 227.)

What are the two basic covenants in Scripture?
The covenant of works  (a) covers the period from the creation of Adam to his transgression in the Garden of Eden. (b) In the covenant of works, God dealt with an innocent creature to whom He gave His word directly. 
· Edenic Covenant
The covenant of grace  (a) covers the period from God's confrontation of Adam, Eve and the serpent to the end of history. (b) In the covenant of grace, God deals with man as a fallen creature and mercifully provides the necessary redemption through a Mediator
· God, in binding a people to himself, never changed. For this reason, the covenants of God relate organically to one another. From Adam to Christ, a unity of covenantal administration characterized the history of God dealing with his people." (Robertson, p.45)
Covenant of works and grace contrasted

In the covenant of works, the parties were God and Adam, who represented the human race; in the covenant of grace, the parties are God and Christ, who represented the elect of  the human race.  
· Both covenants promise life and blessedness.  
· Both covenants have similar conditions required; perfect obedience was required, first of Adam and then of Christ. 
· Faith, love and obedience were the threes aspects which Adam failed in under the Edenic covenant. 
· However in the New Covenant, every believer was restored in Christ for all eternity
Everlasting Covenant – Covenant of Grace
· Adamic Covenant –Ge 3:14* So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life.15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”

· Noahaic Covenant - Ge 9:16 Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth.” 
· Abrahamic Covenant - Ge 17:7* I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. 

· Mosaic Covenant - The Mosaic Covenant was entered into by God and the nation of Israel, the purpose being for the covenant to be a "schoolmaster" (Conner p.40) "an external disciplinarian to bring us to Christ" (Gal. 3:23-26).
· 23* Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. 24* So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. 25* Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law. 26* You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus,
· Davidic Covenant - Is 55: 3 Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live. I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David. 

· New Covenant - 33 “This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.
Deut 7:9 Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands.
What is the covenental view of the church?
(From the Westminster Confession CHAPTER XXV. - Of the Church) 

· The catholic or universal Church, which is invisible, consists of the whole number of the elect, that have been, are, or shall be gathered into one, under Christ the Head thereof; and is the spouse, the body, the fullness of Him that filleth all in all. 

· The visible Church, which is also catholic or universal under the Gospel (not confined to one nation, as before under the law), consists of all those throughout the world that profess the true religion; and of their children: and is the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, the house and family of God, out of which there is no ordinary possibility of salvation.

· Unto this catholic visible Church Christ hath given the ministry, oracles, and ordinances of God, for the gathering and perfecting of the saints, in this life, to the end of the world: and doth, by His own presence and Spirit, according to His promise, make them effectual thereunto. (Westminster Confession CHAPTER XXV. - Of the Church)
The Covenant in Scripture: 
“For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance--now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant.” Heb 9:15

· Jesus is our Savior because He is the Mediator of the Covenant. 

· The Gospel promises are invitations to enter and enjoy a covenant relationship with God. 

· Faith is embracing the covenant. 

· The Christian life is forgiven sinners enjoying covenant communion with His Savior.

· The Church is the community of the covenant.

· The preaching of the word, the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, the fellowship and mutual care and encouragements are all signs, seals, tokens, expressions, and instruments of the covenant, through which God grants covenant mercies to His people. 

· The hope of glory is the ultimate realization of the covenant relationship.

· The Bible is the Book of the covenant and the record of history is the story of the outworking of God's covenant purpose.” (Steve Wilkins, Auburn Avenue Presbyterian)
The covenant explains the purpose of man’s existence -- that he is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever. “Man's chief and highest end is to glorify God, and fully to enjoy him forever.”  (Westminster Larger Catechism, Question 1 ) (Romans 11:36, 1 Cor 10:31, Ps. 73:24-28;  John 7:21-23
 “God’s creational orderings for marriage and the family have continuing significance in the purposes of redemption. The propagation of the race through the institution of marriage indicates a primary means by which God’s purposes in redemption find realization. Not by a method contrary to the structures of creation, but by a method in conformity with creation, God accomplishes his purposes of redemption. (O. Palmer Robertson, The Christ of the Covenants, p. 79) 
Children in the Covenant Community

Sons are a heritage from the LORD, children a reward from him. (Psalm 127:3) 

Blessed are all who fear the LORD, who walk in his ways.  2 You will eat the fruit of your labor; blessings and prosperity will be yours. 3 Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house; your sons will be like olive shoots round your table. 4 Thus is the man blessed who fears the LORD. (Psalm 128:1-3)
God views our children as His children:  Examine the against Israel brought by the prophet Ezekiel: " 20 "And you took your sons and daughters whom you bore to me and sacrificed them as food to the idols.." (Ezekiel 16:20). 

Jesus rebukes His disciples when they seek to prevent parents from bringing children to Him because, He says, "of such is the kingdom." (Matthew 19:31-14)

What promises do we make to our covenant children? 

The covenant promises: 
· “For to you is the promise, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call unto him. (Acts 2:39)

· And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee and to thy seed after thee. (Genesis 17:7)

· Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house”. (Acts 2:39)  BOCO 56-5

Parents’ promises (Q. 3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set before (him) a godly example, that you will pray with and for (him), that you will teach (him) the doctrines of our holy religion, and that you will strive, by all the means of God's appointment, to bring (him) up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord?) (From PCA Book of Church Order, chapter 56-5)
Congregation’ s Promises : “Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of assisting the parents in the Christian nurture of this child?” (From PCA Book of Church Order, chapter 56-5)
“To a thousand generations”

Gen. 17:7 I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. 

Ex. 20:6 but showing love to a thousand [generations] of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

Deut. 7:9 Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands. 

Psa. 103:17 But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD’s love is with those who fear him, and his righteousness with their children’s children— 18 with those who keep his covenant and remember to obey his precepts.

Covenant Theology and "The Next Generation"

Rev. Ian Hamilton (Cambridge Presbyterian Church, Cambridge, England)

“It is a tragic fact that many Presbyterian Christians live their lives and raise their children with little, if any reference to God's gracious covenant. This is not surprising, however, when we see how little Presbyterian churches today teach the grace and responsibilities of God's covenant. Why is that? Let me suggest at least three reasons:
First, it is my own conviction that the Church in general has been so infected by the rampant individualism of post-enlightenment, and now post modern, culture, that we no longer think instinctively, as our forebears thought instinctively, in corporate and covenantal terms. We are infected with a spiritual disease that attacks the saving purposes of God for his people - and we are unaware of it. B.B.Warfield wrote, "the family...is the New Testament basis of the Church of God...(God) does, indeed, require individual faith for salvation; but He organises the people in families first; and then into churches, recognising in their very warp and woof the family constitution. His promises are all the more precious that they are to us and our children. And though this may not fit in with the growing individualism of the day (he was writing at the end of the nineteenth century!), it is God's ordinance" (Polemics of Infant Baptism, ix.405-6). Has it ever struck you that when the Lord Jesus concludes his saving encounter with Zacchaeus he said, "Today salvation has come to this house..." (Lk.19:9 - not just to Zacchaeus).
Secondly, we have become conditioned to think of conversion, salvation and spiritual experience in the light of what happened in revivals. Listen to Charles Hodge writing about revival: "It may be highly useful, or even necessary, just as violent remedies are often the only means of saving life. But such remedies are not the ordinary and proper means of sustaining and promoting health...No one can fail to remark that this too exclusive dependence on revivals tends to produce a false or unscriptural form of religion...The ordinary means of grace become insipid or distasteful...Perhaps however the most deplorable result of the mistake we are now considering is, the neglect which it necessarily induces of the divinely appointed means of careful Christian nurture...Family training of children, and pastoral instruction of the young, are almost entirely lost sight of. We have long felt and often expressed the conviction that this is one of the most serious evils in the present state of our churches" (Biblical Repertory and Princeton Review, Vol.xxix No.1 (Jan.1857), pp.13-15)
Thirdly, we have come to read the Scriptures atomistically rather than organically. It may seem trite to say so, but God's Word is not a haphazard collected of texts or books. It is an organic whole with the Lord Jesus Christ as the substance and ultimate referent, and covenant as the organising principle. This doesn't mean you need to be a scholar to understand the Scriptures - God's Word was written for God's people in all their ordinariness.
1. God is pleased, graciously and sovereignly, to include the infant seed of believers within his "covenant of love". Helpless, undeserving, judgement deserving, "shapen in iniquity" sinful babies, are embraced by God within his gracious saving purpose! Why? Because it pleased him so to do! Richard Sibbes says, "God, intending a comfortable enlargement of the covenant to Abraham extends it to his seed: 'I will be the God of thy seed'. It is a great blessing for God to be the God of our seed" (Works 6.22). This is why God commanded that the sign of circumcision be administered to the infant seed of his people - not as a sign of racial or national identity, but as a "seal of the righteousness" of faith (cf.Roms.4:11). This is the truth that alone explains what we read in Mark 10:13-16.
2. Covenant blessing brings covenant responsibility! God sovereignly and unilaterally inaugurates his covenant. It is not a bi-lateral agreement! God says "I will establish my covenant...between me and you and your descendents after you." And yet, God lays on Abraham, and all who are of the faith of Abraham, the great responsibility to "keep my covenant" (v9); what this means is spelled out in some detail especially in Deuteronomy (eg. 6:6-9; 7:9-11). God's promised covenant blessings are not given irrespective of the covenant faithfulness of parents. We can never be reminded too often of the condemningly subtle sin of covenantal presumption.”

Questions for Application

· How should we view the covenant children in our congregation?

· How can we best fulfill our promises to our own covenant children?

· How can we best fulfill our promises to the covenant children of our congregation?
