The Marriage Covenant

Matthew 16: 24* Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25* For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.
 

"For the past two years I have had a growing concern that the Christian community has passively watched the "dumbing down" of the marriage covenant. Marriage has become little more than an upgraded social contract between two people—not a holy covenant between a man and a woman and their God for a lifetime.” Dennis Rainey
(1) In our culture, little regard is given to the Ten Commandments.  Discuss the implications of this widespread abandonment of God’s Law on the institution of marriage. 

(2) Discuss the application of one or more principles from the Ten Commandments to marriage relationship.

	Covenant at Sinai
	Marriage Covenant
	Principle
	What happens when this principle is ignored?
	What happens this principle is applied?

	1. No other gods
	1. Exclusive loyalty to my spouse
	
	
	

	2. No graven image
	2. Truthfulness and faithfulness
	
	
	

	3. Not taking the Lord's name in vain
	3. Honoring my spouse in public and private
	
	
	

	4. Remembering the Sabbath day
	4. Giving my spouse time and rest
	
	
	

	5. Honoring father and mother
	5. Rightly relating to parents and in-laws
	
	
	

	6. No murder
	6. Freedom from hatred, destructive anger
	
	
	

	7. No adultery
	7. Sexual faithfulness; controlled appetites
	
	
	

	8. No stealing
	8. True community of property 
	
	
	

	9. No false testimony
	9. Truthful communication
	
	
	

	10. No coveting
	10. Contentment: freedom from demands. 
	
	
	


The Marriage Covenant
I, ________, take thee ______, to be my wedded wife/husband, and I do promise and covenant, before God and these witnesses, to be thy loving and faithful wife/husband; in plenty and in want,

in joy and in sorrow, in sickness and in health, as long as we both shall live.

Covenant Theology
"The distance between God and the creature is so great that although reasonable creatures do owe obedience unto him as their Creator, yet they could never have any fruition of him as their blessedness and reward, but by some voluntary condescension on God's part, which he hath been pleased to express by way of covenant." Westminster Confession (VII.I), "
Biblical doctrine has to do with covenantal relationships between God and man.

Biblical ethics has to do with expressing God's covenantal relationship to us in covenantal relationships between ourselves and others.

Christian religion has the nature of covenant life, in which God is the direct object of our faith, hope, love, worship, and service, all animated by gratitude for grace.
A covenant relationship is a voluntary mutual commitment that binds each party to the other. Whether it is negotiated, like a modern business deal or a marriage contract, or unilaterally imposed, as all God's covenants are, is irrelevant to the commitment itself; the reality of the relationship depends simply on the fact that mutual obligations have been accepted and pledged on both sides. (J.I. Packer)

Covenant theology is the Gospel set in the context of God’s eternal plan of communion with his people, and its historical outworking in the covenants of works and grace (as well as in the various progressive stages of the covenant of grace).  Covenant theology explains the meaning of the death of Christ in light of the fullness of the biblical teaching on the divine covenants, undergirds our understanding of the nature and use of the sacraments, and provides the fullest possible explanation of the grounds of our assurance.
 To put it another way, Covenant theology is the Bible’s way of explaining and deepening our understanding of: (1) the atonement [the meaning of the death of Christ]; (2) assurance [the basis of our confidence of communion with God and enjoyment of his promises]; (3) the sacraments [signs and seals of God’s covenant promises — what they are and how they work]; and (4) the continuity of redemptive history [the unified plan of God’s salvation]. Covenant theology is also an hermeneutic, an approach to understanding the Scripture — an approach that attempts to biblically explain the unity of biblical revelation.
 When Jesus wanted to explain the significance of His death to His disciples, He went to the doctrine of the covenants (see Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22, 1 Corinthians 11). When God wanted to assure Abraham of the certainty of His word of promise, He went to the covenant (Genesis 12, 15, and 17).  When God wanted to set apart His people, ingrain His work in their minds, tangibly reveal Himself in love and mercy, and confirm their future inheritance, He gave the covenant signs (Genesis 17, Exodus 12, 17, and 31, Matthew 28, Acts 2, Luke 22).  When Luke wanted to show early Christians that Jesus’ life and ministry were the fulfillment of God’s ancient purposes for His chosen people, he went to the covenants and quoted Zacharias’ prophecy which shows that believers in the very earliest days of  ‘the Jesus movement’ understood Jesus and His messianic work as a fulfillment (not a ‘Plan B’) of God’s covenant with Abraham (Luke 1:72-73). When the Psalmist and the author of Hebrews want to show how God’s redemptive plan is ordered and on what basis it unfolds in history, they went to the covenants (see Psalm 78, 89, Hebrews 6-10). ( J. Ligon Duncan III)
