Date
Dear Parents,

The Fourth Grade classes are planning a ‘California History Day’ on
. To enhance this activity, the students will do a standard size shoe box
diorama with or without the lid attached, portraying a portion of California’s history
accompanied by a report on California. These two assignments are DUE on

*California History Day’ will include a’ 49er lunch, square dancing, singing,
games, art projects, and ‘olde-fashion” lessons. Parents are invited to the afternoon
activities. Your child will be expected to come to school dressed in a California history
costume. The costume can be simple or elaborate. Be creative and have fun.

The report on California will consist of:

1. _ areport cover

2. acover sheet with a title, the student’s name. and date

3. atable of contents

4. six hand drawn California state symbols colored and labeled using three
white pieces of blank typing paper folded in half with two symbols per sheet

7, a two to three page typed report on a California historical period. double
Spaced 14 point size type or handwritten and double spaced

6. three hand drawn maps labeled and colored with one reflecting the report
and the others reflecting geography. climate, regions, routes, etc.

7. aone page summary on an important person from California who is either

linked to its past or its present, double spaced. 14 point size type or
handwritten and double spaced

8. _ aone page report on an important place in California. double spaced. 14
point size type or handwritten and double spaced

9. abibliography with at least two resources, 14 point size type or
handwritten, follow sample format

10. _ include parent’s initials to indicate the typing is the student’s work.

Pages 55 and 57 of your language workbook will be an invaluable resource as a
guide to gather information. No plastic sleeves, please.

The diorama project needs to portray a portion of California’s history. The work
needs to be done primarily by the students using various mediums to express the project.
The project size is a standard size shoe box with or without the lid attached, with a labe!
containing the project title and student’s name.

Please return the bottom portion of this letter. Thank you for your time. (OV er)
Sincerely.
Fourth Grade Teachers
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(Please return this bottom portion by )
Student’s name Date

Parent’s signature




Suggested Ideas

Project/Report DUE Costume DUE

Possible dioramas of: Possible costumes:
Indian homes, missions, ranchos, Priests, explorers,
explorers’ ships, Drakes’ plate, miners, pony express
wagons, tools, mining equipment, riders, settlers, vaqueros,
gold camps, gold mines, statehood mountain men, Indians,
documents, mountain men, pony CA historical characters

express, explorers, baskets, pottery,
beaded work. time period clothing

Be creative and have fun. You may choose another project idea or costume not listed
above as long as it is part of California’s history. Enjoy...



California History Project Addendum
1. Remember to use the questions in your Language workbook, p. 55, as a writing
guide. These questions will help you organize your ideas for the important person and
important place summaries for your report.
2. Beginning the week of March — through May _, one period a week will be given for
you to work on your California History Report, (Wednesdays for Mrs. Laird’s class and
Thursdays for Mrs. Thomas's class). Bring any necessary supplies and materials to
class to work on your report.

3. Use the following guide to write your 2-3 page typed report on the California
historical period.

Guide for Report on Historical Period

1. Name the historical period and explain the importance of this historical period to
California.

2. Give the dates of the historical period

3. Give the locations of the historical period

4. Name any specific persons or ethnic groups affected or involved in the period.
5. Explain the events that brought about this period.

6. Summarize the chronological events of this historical period (beginning, middile,
end)

7. Describe the effects this historical period had on California.

8. Explain the events that brought this period to an end.

9. Explain any significant affects this period may have on present day California.
10. Explain why you chose this period and what you learned.

Organize these ideas in paragraphs for the draft. DO NOT number these
ideas for the draft.

A rough draft will be due on ___ 25 of your CA historical perlod.

The California History Report and Project will be due on .




