THE ORIGIN AND FORMATION OF THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH
History of Reform
As early as 1540, two great types of the reform of religion in northern Europe had made themselves manifest. 
Luther was for retaining of medieval doctrine, government, worship, many things - whatever seemed to him desirable and not forbidden in the Word of God. 
Calvin was for bringing the Church into conformity with the pattern shown in the Word. 
Calvinism
He would have the Church hold the faith taught in the Word, govern itself according to the principles taught in the Word, and conduct its exercises of worship according to maxims derivable from the Word. 
He believed in the sufficiency of the Scriptures as a rule of faith and practice, and would have had the Church conform in all respects to Scripture teaching. 
View image of Calvin
Spread of the Reformation
Lutheranism was the great type of moderate reform in northern Europe. 
Calvinism was the great type of thoroughgoing reform. 
Lutheranism prevailed widely throughout north Germany and Scandinavia
Calvinism prevailed in France, in the Netherlands, and in certain south German States 
View map
Puritanism in England
In the late 1500s the Calvinistic theology became the theology of many in the Anglican Church during the first forty years of Elizabeth's reign. 
Puritans were advocates of thoroughgoing reform.
Basic Principles of Puritanism
It has been said that the chief thing for which the Puritans all along contended was the 
(1) "principle that the church has no right to burden the consciences of her members in matters of faith and worship with aught that is contrary to or beside (i.e., in addition to) the express or implicit teaching of the Word of God," 

(2) that they would restrict the authority of the church within narrower limits than their opponents; 
Conflict between Monarch and Parliament

James:  In 1603, James I, son of Mary Stuart, acceded to the English throne. 
James was a tyrant in politics and a bigot in religion. 
He thought that he had been commissioned of God to re-establish the Davidic Theocracy in England. 
He degraded the Sabbath

James angered the Puritans who were for parliamentary government
Conflict intensifies

Charles I, James son, inherited the absolutist views of his father in intensified form. 
Charles I believed in the divine right of kings, and had authority in the Church of England.
The Grand Remonstrance of 1641 outlined parliament’s grievances and also called for a synod to deal with the religious situation.

The House outlined their desire to form a "general synod of the most grave, pious, learned, and judicious divines of the island"

English Civil War ensued.
Parliament Calls for an Assembly
On June 12, 1643, the Parliament passed an act entitled "An Ordinance of the Lords and Commons in Parliament for the calling of an Assembly of learned and godly divines and others, to be consulted with by the Parliament, for the settlement of the Government and Liturgy of the Church of England, and for the indicating and clearing of the doctrine of the said Church from false aspersions and interpretations." 
The Westminster Assembly was a body called to advice that great Parliament as to the Biblical faith, polity, and worship.
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Standards for Assembly
They provided, amongst other things, "that every member, at his first entrance into the Assembly, shall make serious and solemn protestation not to maintain anything but what he believes to be the truth in sincerity, when discovered unto him"; "that what any man undertakes to prove as necessary, he shall make good out of the Scripture." 
Vow of Assembly Members

"I do seriously promise and vow in the presence of Almighty God, that in this Assembly, whereof I am a member, I will maintain nothing in the point of doctrine but what I believe to be most agreeable to the Word of God, nor in point of discipline, but what may make most for God's glory and the peace and good will of His Church." 
Adoption of Standards
Adopted  by the Scottish General Assembly, August 27, 1647. 
In 1729, the Synod of Philadelphia (the first Presbyterian Synod in North America) - adopted the Confession of Faith and Larger and Shorter Catechisms "as the Confessions of our Faith."
 CHAPTER XXXI. - Of Synods and Councils. 

1. For the better government, and further edification of the Church, there ought to be such assemblies as are commonly called Synods or Councils; and it belongeth to the overseers and other rulers of the particular churches, by virtue of their office, and the power which Christ hath given them for edification and not for destruction, to appoint such assemblies; and to convene together in them, as often as they shall judge it expedient for the good of the church. 

2. It belongeth to synods and councils, ministerially to determine controversies of faith, and cases of conscience; to set down rules and directions for the better ordering of the public worship of God, and government of His Church; to receive complaints in cases of maladministration, and authoritatively to determine the same: which decrees and determinations, if consonant to the Word of God, are to be received with reverence and submission; not only for their agreement with the Word, but also for the power whereby they are made, as being an ordinance of God appointed thereunto in His Word. 

3. All synods or councils, since the Apostles' times, whether general or particular, may err; and many have erred. Therefore they are not to be made the rule of faith, or practice; but to be used as a help in both. 

4. Synods and councils are to handle, or conclude nothing, but that which is ecclesiastical: and are not to intermeddle with civil affairs which concern the commonwealth, unless by way of humble petition in cases extraordinary; or, by way of advice, for satisfaction of conscience, if they be thereunto required by the civil magistrate.

Why have a confession?

What is Systematic Theology?
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