Creation's Witness to the Creator

(note:  Graphic & sound file links are deactivated on this copy)
Rom. 1:18   The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness,:19   since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 

Rom. 1:20   For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities —his eternal power and divine nature —have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 21   For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22   Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools

23   and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.

Westminster Confession on the Witness of Creation and the Scriptures: (II.1) Although the light of nature, and the works of creation and providence, do so far manifest the goodness, wisdom, and power of God, as to leave men inexcusable; yet they are not sufficient to give that knowledge of God, and of his will, which is necessary unto salvation; therefore it pleased the Lord, at sundry times, and in divers manners, to reveal himself, and to declare that his will unto his Church; and afterwards for the better preserving and propagating of the truth, and for the more sure establishment and comfort of the Church against the corruption of the flesh, and the malice of Satan and of the world, to commit the same wholly unto writing; which maketh the Holy Scripture to be most necessary; those former ways of God's revealing his will unto his people being now ceased.

Rev. 4:11   “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.” 

Hebr. 11:3   By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.

DIFFERENT WORLD VIEWS

NATURALISM AND THEISM

	Naturalism
	Theism

	Basic Assumption:  The natural world is the whole of reality. 


	Basic Assumption:: The natural world is only a part of reality

	A philosophy which believes that knowledge of the world can be obtained entirely through the methods of science.


	A view of reality that recognizes natural and supernatural aspects.

	Causalism:  Life began as a series of chance events.  
	Teleology:  The universe was created by God for His purpose.  

	Faith in the mind of man
	Dependence on the mind of man, but ultimate faith in the mind of God


Frame of reference for naturalism:  "Man is the measure of all things"
(Scientism is a belief not demanded by science itself.  Its reduction rejects personal meaning and human experience.)   In naturalism there is an effort to explain everything solely in terms of natural law without any appeal to transcendent law or supernatural things or beings.  Thus, naturalists use only empirical tools and believe that eventually everything can be explained in terms of that which you can access by the five senses.

Biblical frame of reference:   "God is above all things"

Ps. 111:10   The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good understanding. To him belongs eternal praise.

Prov. 9:10   “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.

"God hath all life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of himself; and is alone in and unto himself all-sufficient, not standing in need of any creatures which he hath made, nor deriving any glory from them, but only manifesting his own glory in, by, unto, and upon them; he is the alone foundation of all being, of whom, through whom, and to whom, are all things; and hath most sovereign dominion over them, to do by them, for them, or upon them, whatsoever himself pleaseth.  In his sight all things are open and manifest; his knowledge is infinite, infallible, and independent upon the creature; so as nothing is to him contingent or uncertain.  He is most holy in all his counsels, in all his works, and in all his commands.  To him is due from angels and men, and every other creature, whatsoever worship, service, or obedience he is pleased to require of them. Westminster Confession (II.3.)  

See Powers of Ten Video/website

Physics


James Clerk Maxwell:  Maxwell’s equations

Maxwell's equations: four equations that, together, form a complete description of the production and interrelation of electric and magnetic fields. The physicist James Clerk Maxwell in the 19th century based  his description of electromagnetic fields on these four equations, which express experimental  laws.       The statements of these four equations are, respectively: (1) electric field diverges from  electric charge, an expression of the Coulomb force, (2) there are no isolated magnetic poles,  but the Coulomb force acts between the poles of a magnet, (3) electric fields are produced by  changing magnetic fields, an expression of Faraday's law of induction, and (4) circulating  magnetic fields are produced by changing electric fields and by electric currents, Maxwell's  extension of Ampère's law (q.v.) to include the interaction of changing fields. The most  compact way of writing these equations in the metre-kilogram-second (mks) system is in  terms of the vector operators div (divergence) and curl. In these expressions the Greek letter  rho, , is charge density, J is current density, E is the electric field, and B is the magnetic  field; here, D and H are field quantities that are proportional to E and B, respectively. The  four Maxwell equations, corresponding to the four statements above, are: (1) div D = ,  (2) div B = 0, (3) curl E = -dB/dt, and (4) curl H = dD/dt + J.
Details of the universe: "My religion consists of a humble admiration of the illimitable superior spirit who reveals himself in the slight details we are able to perceive with our frail and feeble minds. That deeply emotional conviction of the presence of a superior reasoning power, which is revealed in the incomprehensible universe, forms my idea of God." Albert Einstein, renown physicist http://cliffe.com/cliffe_answers/Q4.html

Balance of forces: "Slight variations in physical laws such as gravity or electromagnetism would make life impossible . . . the necessity to produce life lies at the center of the universe's whole machinery and design," stated John Wheeler, Princeton University professor of physics (Reader's Digest, Sept., 1986).

"Cosmological coincidences": "Such properties seem to run through the fabric of the natural world like a thread of happy coincidences. But there are so many odd coincidences essential to life that some explanation seems required to account for them." Sir Fred Hoyle, the famous British astronomer and agnostic, in The Intelligent Universe commented

Elegance of  physical laws: "The equations of physics have in them incredible simplicity, elegance, and beauty. That in itself is sufficient to prove to me that there must be a God who is responsible for these laws and responsible for the universe"  astrophysicist Paul Davies; Superforce (1984)

Frame of reference: We view the universe with "feeble minds" from a earth-bound frame of reference, compared to the infinite wisdom and perfect perspective of almighty God:  “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts Isa. 55:8-9

"Where there is a plan, there is intelligence":  "For myself, faith begins with a realization that a supreme intelligence brought the universe into being and created man. It is not difficult for me to have this faith, for it is incontrovertible that where there is a plan there is intelligence--an orderly, unfolding universe testifies to the truth of the most majestic statement ever uttered--'In the beginning God.'"   Dr. Arthur Compton, Nobel  Prize-winning physicist  for his discovery and explanation of the change in the wavelength of X rays when they  collide with electrons. Compton effect confirmed the dual nature of electromagnetic radiation as both a wave and a particle.

Creation vs. building: We know that human beings can't create something from nothing. We may construct things, invent things, put things together, make things work, but with all our wisdom, we have never brought into being from scratch even the smallest spear of grass or the tiniest toad or the simplest flower.

Orderliness of the Universe
Reasonable: Intelligence, creativity, and elegance of God the Designer 

Consistent: Immutability (unchangeableness) of God's character 

Repeatable: Consistency of the character of God the Designer.

James 1:17   Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.

Astronomy
Ps. 19:1-3   The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 2 Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. 3   There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. 

The impression of design is overwhelming
"The very fact that the universe is creative, and that the laws have permitted complex structures to emerge and develop to the point of consciousness-in other words, that the universe has organized its own self-awareness-is for me powerful evidence that there is 'something going on' behind it all.  The impression on of design is overwhelming."  

Paul Davies:  Physicist and Author of God and the New Physics, The Cosmic Blueprint, and The Mind of God; Time Magazine, December 28, 1992

Copernicus (heliocentric system)


"The Universe has been wrought for us by a supremely good and orderly Creator"       Nicolaus Copernicus

Kepler (planetary orbits, optics, mathematical language of science)

...the harmony in the universe is "a sacred sermon, a veritable hymn to God the Creator"....  "Oh God, I am thinking thy thoughts after Thee"  Johannes Kepler

Galileo (kinematics, heliocentric system)

"Both the Holy Scriptures and Nature proceed from the Divine Word, the former as the saying of the Holy Spirit and the latter as the most observant executrix or God's orders."  Galileo Galilei

Newton (calculus, gravitation, optics)

"No sciences are better attested to than the science of the Bible." "This most beautiful system of the sun, planets, and comets, could only proceed from the counsel and dominion of an intelligent and powerful Being.... This Being governs all things, not as the soul of the world, but as Lord over all; and on account of his dominion he is wont to be called Lord God."  Isaac Newton; Principles
Evidence of design within the SUN-EARTH-MOONsystem. 

(From The Fingerprint of God, by Hugh Ross)
The following parameters must remain relatively constant and stay within certain limits to support life on earth.  There are many other factors which must be considered when determining the status of a planet as a fit environment for life, but from these factors alone we can conclude that less than one trillionth of a trillionth of a percent of all the stars in the universe will have a planet capable of sustaining advanced life.

	FEATURE
	CONSEQUENCES IF TOO GREAT
	CONSEQUENCES IF TOO SMALL

	number of stars in the planetary system
	if more than one: tidal interactions would disrupt planetary orbits
	if less than one:  insufficient heat for life

	parent star birth date
	if more recent: 
star would not yet have reached stable burning phase
	if less recent: 
stellar system would not yet contain enough heavy elements

	parent star age
	if older: 
luminosity of star would change too quickly
	if younger: 
luminosity of star would change too quickly

	parent star distance from center of galaxy
	if farther: 
quantity of heavy elements would be insufficient to make rocky planets
	if closer:
stellar density and radiation would be too great.

	parent star mass
	if greater:
luminosity of star would change too quickly; star would burn too rapidly
	if less: 
range of distances appropriate for life would be too narrow; tidal forces would disrupt the rotational period for a planet ; uv radiation would be inadequate for plants to make sugars and oxygen

	parent star color
	if redder: 
photosynthetic response would be insufficient  Spectrum; Uses of light
	if bluer:
photosynthetic response would be insufficient

	surface gravity
	if stronger:
atmosphere would retain too much ammonia and methane 
	if weaker:
planet's atmosphere would lose too much water

	distance from parent star
	if farther:
planet would be too cool for a stable water cycle 
	if closer: 
planet would be too warm for a stable water cycle

	Axial Tilt
	if greater:
surface temperature differences would be too great 
	if less:
surface temperature differences would be too great

	Rotation period
	if longer: 

diurnal temperature differences would be too great
	if shorter:
atmospheric wind velocities would be too great

	Gravitational interaction with a moon
	if greater:
tidal effects of the oceans, atmosphere, and rotational period would be too severe.
	if less: 
orbital obliquity changes would cause climactic instabilities

	Magnetic field
	if stronger: 
electromagnetic storms would be too severe 
	if weaker:
inadequate protection from stellar radiation

	Thickness of crust
	If thicker:
too much oxygen would be transferred from the atmosphere to the crust
	if thinner: 
volcanic and tectonic activity would be too great

	albedo (ratio of reflected light to incident light)
	if greater:
runaway ice age would develop

Ice Age
	if less: 
runaway greenhouse effect would develop

	oxygen to nitrogen ratio in atmosphere
	if larger: 
advanced life functions would proceed too quickly
	if smaller: 
advanced life functions would proceed too slowly

	carbon dioxide and water vapor levels in the atmosphere
	if greater:
runaway greenhouse effect would develop


	if less: 
greenhouse effect would be insufficient

	ozone level in atmosphere
	if greater: 
surface temperatures would be to low


	if less:
surface temperatures would be too high; there would be too much uv radiation at the surface

	atmospheric electric discharge rate
	if greater:
too much fire destruction would occur
	If less:
too little nitrogen would be fixed in the atmosphere

	oxygen quantity in atmosphere
	if greater:
plants and hydrocarbons would burn up too easily
	if less: 
advanced animals would have too little to breathe

	seismic activity
	if greater: 

too many life forms would be destroyed
	if less: 
nutrients on ocean floors (from runoff) would not be recycled to the continues through tectonic uplift.


Chemistry
Col. 1:15-17   He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16   For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.  17   He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
"Coincidence" of Universal Constants (From: http://campus.leaderu.com/real/ri9403/evidence.html; Watlter Bradley, Ph.D., Texas A&M;

"One of the remarkable discoveries of the past 30 years has been the recognition that small changes in any of the universal constants produce surprisingly dramatic changes in the universe, rendering it unsuitable for life, not just as we know it, but for life of any conceivable type. In excess of 100 examples have been documented in the technical literature and summarized in such books as the Anthropic Cosmological Principle (1986).  

Example 1 Strong nuclear force:  "For example, if the strong force which binds together the nucleus of atoms were just five percent weaker, only hydrogen would be stable and we would have a universe with a periodic chart of one element, which is a universe incapable of providing the necessary molecular complexity to provide minimal life functions of processing energy, storing information, and replicating. On the other hand, if the strong force were just two percent stronger, very massive nuclei would form, which are unsuitable for the chemistry of living systems. Furthermore, there would be no stable hydrogen, no long-lived stars, and no hydrogen containing compounds.  

Example 2: Relationship between strong force and electromagnetic force:  As a second example, if the relationship between the strong force and the electromagnetic force were to vary only slightly, we would not have the quantum energy levels which allow the remarkable conversion of beryllium to carbon (nearly 100% efficient) and the partial conversion of carbon to oxygen. With slight changes in either of these constants, we would have had a universe either rich in beryllium and little, if any, carbon or alternatively, a universe rich in oxygen with no carbon." Since carbon is unique in its ability to chemically bond with almost all other elements in bonds that are stable but not too difficult to break (playing the critical role of the round pieces in a tinker toy set), it is remarkable that these forces are so precisely tuned to provide carbon in abundance, along with oxygen which is critical in its own right."

Example of Design: The water molecule: Water is essential for life, and yet if the bond angle within the water molecule varied even slightly, life as we know it on Earth could not exist.  The following are a list of some of the unique properties of water that are dependent upon its unusual bond angle of 104.5°.  Without any of these properties, life  could not exist.

•
Bond angle of water (104.5°;  vs. 109.5 in methane),  leads to polarity 

•
Hydrogen Bonding

•
Polar solvent: dissolves ionic compounds

•
High specific heat (1 cal/g)

•
High heat of vaporization

•
Surface tension; spherical shape of cells

•
Adhesion

•
Cohesion
Biology
Ps. 139:14   I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.
Teleology: The study of the evidence for overall design and purpose in nature (Augustine, Aquinas, Newton, Paley, Wheeler) The teleological (telos, "end") argument reasons that the universe not only proves a maker but also a designer (Rom. 1:18-20). There is a visible, observable purpose in the universe which argues for the existence of God as it's designer.

We know, logically, that every real thing must have a cause. Why propose that the universe is the exception to this rule, especially when we see such incredible design in the universe and in the laws of physics themselves?

Romans 1:20   For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities —his eternal power and divine nature —have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.
Agent of Causation:  When an archaeologist finds a triangular piece of obsidian that appears to have chisel marks on it, he or she concludes that there was an agent of causation:  i.e. it was an arrowhead designed by an intelligent being, yet when we find the fossilized bones of an organism billions of times more complex, we discount an agent of causation and blindly assume that it developed by chance.  

"Only in atheism does the spring rise higher than the source, the effect exist without the cause, life come from a stone, blood from a turnip, a silk purse from a sow's ear, a Beethoven Symphony or a Bach  Fuge from a kitten's walking across the keys."  James M. Gillis

Cybernetics: If the genetic code of one human zygote (the cell that results from the fusion of the egg and sperm) were transcribed as a series of letters representing its nucleotide bases (A=adenine, T=thymine, G=guanine, C=cytosine), it would fill 500,000 pages of text.  Geneticists refer to the sequence of nucleotide bases as the genetic "code" or "program" because it determines all the various physical features.  No one would argue that a computer program like Microsoft Word is the result of intelligent design, so how come we deny that the biological programs in DNA are, even though they are much, much more complex? 

Properties of Design: Complexity and Specification (principles used in archeology and communication sciences)

Ps 139:14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.

The SETI researchers in Carl Sagan’s book Contact took this signal as decisive confirmation of an extraterrestrial intelligence.  “What is it about this signal that decisively indicates design? Whenever we infer design, we must establish two things—complexity and specification. Complexity ensures that the object in question is not so simple that it can readily be explained by chance. Specification ensures that this object exhibits the type of pattern that is the trademark of intelligence.”
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In this sequence of 1126 bits, 1’s correspond to beats and 0’s to pauses. This sequence represents the prime numbers from 2 to 101, where a given prime number is represented by the corresponding number of beats (i.e., 1’s), and the individual prime numbers are separated by pauses (i.e., 0’s). 

Irreducible complexity: “

“An irreducibly complex system cannot be produced . . . by slight, successive modifications of a precursor system, because any precursor to an irreducibly complex system that is missing a part is by definition nonfunctional. . . . Since natural selection can only choose systems that are already working, then if a biological system cannot be produced gradually it would have to arise as an integrated unit, in one fell swoop, for natural selection to have anything to act on."
  

There are numerous examples of irreducible complexity at all levels of biology, including the biochemical and cellular levels:  Bruce Alberts, president of the National Academy of Sciences has said: "The entire cell can be viewed as a factory that contains an elaborate network of interlocking assembly lines, each of which is composed of large protein machines. . . . Why do we call the large protein assemblies that underlie cell function machines? Precisely because, like the machines invented by humans to deal efficiently with the macroscopic world, these protein assemblies contain highly coordinated moving parts."
 

"The probability of life originating from accident is comparable to the probability of the unabridged dictionary resulting from an explosion in a printing factory." Professor Edwin Carlston, biologist at Princeton University. 
Insufficiency of purely mechanistic explanation for origins:
"The current scenario of the origin of life is about as likely as a tornado passing through a junkyard beside Boeing airplane company accidentally producing a 747 airplane," Sir Fred Hoyle ( prominent British astronomer and agnostic The Intelligent Universe)

"The origin of life appears to be almost a miracle, so many are the conditions which would have had to be satisfied to get it going." Sir Francis Crick  (Co-discoverer of the double helical structure of DNA;  Scientific American, February, 1991),

"The simplest bacterium is so damned complicated from the point of view of a chemist that it is almost impossible to imagine how it happened."  Harold Klein chair of a National Academy of Sciences committee that reviewed the origin of life

"The probability of life originating from accident is comparable to the probability of the unabridged dictionary resulting from an explosion in a printing factory." Professor Edwin Carlston, biologist at Princeton University

Irreducible complexity
"If it could be demonstrated that any complex organ existed which could not possibly have been formed by numerous, successive, slight modifications, my theory would absolutely break down." Charles Darwin (1872) Origin of Species

There are, however, many examples of irreducible complexity:  including aspects of protein transport, blood clotting, closed circular DNA, electron transport, the bacterial flagellum, telomeres, photosynthesis, transcription regulation... virtually every page of a biochemistry textbook.

Example of design:  Vision
Charles Darwin once stated that the thought of the eye, and how it could possibly be produced by  natural selection, made him ill.  This is because the eye is an example of a machine with "irreducible complexity"  EYE Diagram;  Retina
[image: image2.wmf]
Engineering, chemistry, information processing--all are involved every time we open our eyes.  "The human eye could not have evolved over long periods of time, because it is absolutely useless unless complete. The lens, which focuses light, would be useless without the retina, which senses light. And all the light received would serve no purpose without the nerve fibers which carry signals to the brain. Vision involves a complete system of organs--all interrelated, all thoroughly designed. That's the way it is with the whole human body. Lungs and heart, nerves and muscles, all perform incredibly complicated tasks that depend on other incredibly complicated tasks.

Molecular Machines (irreducible complexity) MOLECULAR MACHINES:

Experimental Support for the Design Inference;  Michael J. Behe; http://id-www.ucsb.edu/fscf/LIBRARY/BEHE/MM.html

A man from a primitive culture who sees an automobile might guess that it was powered by the wind or by an antelope hidden under the car, but when he opens up the hood and sees the engine he immediately realizes that it was designed. In the same way biochemistry has opened up the cell to examine what makes it run and we see that it, too, was designed. 

A system which meets Darwin's criterion is one which exhibits irreducible complexity. By irreducible complexity I mean a single system which is composed of several interacting parts that contribute to the basic function, and where the removal of any one of the parts causes the system to effectively cease functioning. An irreducibly complex system cannot be produced gradually by slight, successive modifications of a precursor system, since any precursor to an irreducibly complex system is by definition nonfunctional. Since natural selection requires a function to select, an irreducibly complex biological system, if there is such a thing, would have to arise as an integrated unit for natural selection to have anything to act on. It is almost universally conceded that such a sudden event would be irreconcilable with the gradualism Darwin envisioned. At this point, however, 'irreducibly complex' is just a term, whose power resides mostly in its definition. We must now ask if any real thing is in fact irreducibly complex, and, if so, then are any irreducibly complex things also biological systems. 

[image: image3.wmf]
Figure 1: Schematic drawing of part of a cilium. The power stroke of the motor protein, dynein, attached to one microtubule, against subfiber B of a neighboring microtubule causes the fibers to slide past each other. The flexible linker protein, nexin, converts the sliding motion to a bending motion.
Evidence in our own hearts
Eccl. 3:11   He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end

Innate drive to understand our purpose: "Jean Paul Sartre, the French existentialist philosopher, wrote, "Man is absurd, but he must grimly act as if he were not." Why not? Why not face the logical ramifications of those assumptions? If there is no God, life is an accident. Humanity is absurd. Try and live out that view of reality. Most of us can't or refuse to. We insist upon attaching meaning and significance to our lives and actions. We have an innate drive to understand the purpose of our lives." Cliffe Answers Your Toughest Questions About Christianity; Cliff Knechtle.

"The question of the meaning and worth of life never becomes more urgent or more agonizing than when we see the final breath leave a body which a moment before was living."  Carl Jung, founder of analytic psychology.

God-shaped vacuum: "There is a God-shaped vacuum in every man, and only God can fill it."  Blaise Pascal  (17th century mathematician, physicist, religious philosopher) 

"Thou hast made us for Thyself, and the heart of man is restless until it finds its rest

in Thee."  St. Augustine 

Explanation of the human condition:  "In the Apologie, Pascal shows the man without grace to be an incomprehensible mixture of greatness and abjectness, incapable of truth or of reaching the supreme good to which his nature nevertheless aspires. A religion that accounts for these contradictions, which he believed philosophy and worldliness fail to do, is for that very reason "to be venerated and loved." The indifference of the skeptic, Pascal wrote, is to be overcome by means of the "wager": if God does not exist, the skeptic loses nothing by believing in him; but if he does exist, the skeptic gains eternal life by believing in him. Pascal insists that men must be brought to God through Jesus Christ alone, because a creature could never know the infinite if Jesus had not descended to assume the proportions of man's fallen state. (Encyclopedia Britannica)

Conscience / Morality:  Naturalist explanation for the origin of the conscience and morality is bankrupt:  " I ought to be unselfish because it is better for the group, which is better for the species, which is better for me.... I morally ought to be unselfish so that I can be more thoroughly selfish ".

"Reason and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle"  George Washington  

"The wicked man flees though no one pursues" Prov. 28:1

"So I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man." Acts 24:16






� Science and Design. William A. Dembski. Copyright (c) 1998 First Things (October 1998)


� Molecular machines.Experimental Support for the Design Inference;  Michael J. Behe


� Michael Behe, Darwinís Black Box  1996.


� �HYPERLINK "/ssi-hf/ftcopyright.html"��Copyright (c) 1998 First Things 86 (October 1998): 21-27.� � HYPERLINK http://www.arn.org/ftissues/ft9810/dembski.html ��http://www.arn.org/ftissues/ft9810/dembski.html�





Creation's Witness to the Creator   Page 1

