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Psalm 104 
Ps. 104:1   Praise the LORD, O my soul. 
O LORD my God, you are very great; you are clothed with splendor and majesty.  
Ps. 104:2   He wraps himself in light as with a garment; he stretches out the heavens like a tent 

Ps. 104:3   and lays the beams of his upper chambers on their waters. He makes the clouds his chariot and rides on the wings of the wind.  

Ps. 104:4   He makes winds his messengers, flames of fire his servants.  

Ps. 104:5   He set the earth on its foundations; it can never be moved.  

Ps. 104:6   You covered it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains.  

Ps. 104:7   But at your rebuke the waters fled, at the sound of your thunder they took to flight;  

Ps. 104:8   they flowed over the mountains, they went down into the valleys, to the place you assigned for them.  

Ps. 104:9   You set a boundary they cannot cross; never again will they cover the earth.  

Ps. 104:10   He makes springs pour water into the ravines; it flows between the mountains.  

Ps. 104:11   They give water to all the beasts of the field; the wild donkeys quench their thirst.  

Ps. 104:12   The birds of the air nest by the waters; they sing among the branches.  

Ps. 104:13   He waters the mountains from his upper chambers; the earth is satisfied by the fruit of his work.  

Ps. 104:14   He makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants for man to cultivate — bringing forth food from the earth:  

Ps. 104:15   wine that gladdens the heart of man, oil to make his face shine, and bread that sustains his heart.  

Ps. 104:16   The trees of the LORD are well watered, the cedars of Lebanon that he planted.  

Ps. 104:17   There the birds make their nests; the stork has its home in the pine trees.  

Ps. 104:18   The high mountains belong to the wild goats; the crags are a refuge for the coneys.  

Ps. 104:19   The moon marks off the seasons, and the sun knows when to go down.  

Ps. 104:20   You bring darkness, it becomes night, and all the beasts of the forest prowl.  

Ps. 104:21   The lions roar for their prey and seek their food from God.  

Ps. 104:22   The sun rises, and they steal away; they return and lie down in their dens.  

Ps. 104:23   Then man goes out to his work, to his labor until evening.  

Ps. 104:24   How many are your works, O LORD! In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.  

Ps. 104:25   There is the sea, vast and spacious, teeming with creatures beyond number — living things both large and small.  

Ps. 104:26   There the ships go to and fro, and the leviathan, which you formed to frolic there.  

Ps. 104:27   These all look to you to give them their food at the proper time.  

Ps. 104:28   When you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are satisfied with good things.  

Ps. 104:29   When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take away their breath, they die and return to the dust.  

Ps. 104:30   When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth.  

Ps. 104:31   May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the LORD rejoice in his works —  

Ps. 104:32   he who looks at the earth, and it trembles, who touches the mountains, and they smoke.  

Ps. 104:33   I will sing to the LORD all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.  

Ps. 104:34   May my meditation be pleasing to him, as I rejoice in the LORD.  

Ps. 104:35   But may sinners vanish from the earth and the wicked be no more. 
Praise the LORD, O my soul. 
Praise the LORD. 

Psalms to the Creator  

(8, 19, 29, 33, 65, 104)

The following are exerpts from the Psalms to the Creator.  From these excerpts determine 

· What do we learn about God from the world around us?

· What attitudes should we develop in response to what we have learned about God?

Psalm 8:1  LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  3 ¶ When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 4 what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?

Psalms 19:1,14  The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.   Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.   There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard.   Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.  The heavens proclaim his righteousness, and all the peoples see his glory. 14 May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.
Psalm 29: 2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due to his name; worship the LORD in the splendour of his holiness.

Psalm 33: 6  By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth.  7 He gathers the waters of the sea into jars; he puts the deep into storehouses.  8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the people of the world revere him.

 9 For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.

Psalm 65: 5 You answer us with awesome deeds of righteousness, O God our Saviour, the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas, 6 ¶ who formed the mountains by your power, having armed yourself with strength,  7 who stilled the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the turmoil of the nations.  8 Those living far away fear your wonders; where morning dawns and evening fades you call forth songs of joy.  9* You care for the land and water it; you enrich it abundantly.

Ps. 104:1   Praise the LORD, O my soul. 
O LORD my God, you are very great; you are clothed with splendor and majesty....31   May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the LORD rejoice in his works — ... 33   I will sing to the LORD all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live....34   May my meditation be pleasing to him, as I rejoice in the LORD.  

A STUDY OF PSALM 104

Thoughts from John Barich and others

Relationship between God and His creation
Psalm 104 is an eloquent and beautiful poem expressing the intimate relationship between God and His creation. 

“In Psalm 104, the psalmist maintained that we can know something about God's wisdom from creation. In Psalm 104:24, the psalmist says, "O Lord, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast thou made them all: the earth is full of thy riches." As the psalmist looked about him, he saw that things fit together. He saw that there is order in the universe: that certain causes always brought about certain effects. God made a covenant with creation. Because everything fits together the way it does, we know something about the wisdom of God: God does well at ordering things.”  Richard Bacon  (http://www.fpcr.org)

Mechanistic view and sacred view 

“Unlike our modern scientific worldview which reduces nature to its constituent parts and views it as a mechanistic phenomenon to be used and exploited by human beings, the author of Psalm 104 experienced the creation as sacred, divine, and holy. All of creation, in the poet's vision, is the handiwork of God. The poet tells us that the winds are the messengers of God and the heated brilliant flames of fire are his servants. The arrival and passing of the seasons and the dance of moon and sun follow the rhythm of the Creator. The breath of God brings people into existence; without his breath we pass from this life and return to the dust of our origin. The creation of the universe follows the eternal cadence started and maintained by the Holy One. The poet writes: "How many are the things You have made, O Lord; You have made them all with wisdom; the earth is full of your creations."

Relationship between human beings, nature and God

“The relationship between human beings, nature, and God described by the poet in Psalm 104 speaks of a delicate equilibrium. The poet realizes that the goods which human beings possess, that is, the wine they drink which brings merriment to the heart and the oil they use to beautify themselves and the bread human beings eat to sustain themselves are freely given gifts of the Creator. Humans labor, but human labor is neither separated nor detached from the workings of God. The natural world, likewise, is designed by God, sustained by God. The cedars of Lebanon are the trees of the Lord, planted by him, and cared for by him. They drink God's pristine water from the streams of the Lord. The rugged mountains are not only symbols of his awesome power but they are the home of wild goats while the stokes make their abode in the junipers. There is nothing superfluous in creation; creation is interrelated an interconnected. Human beings take part in this cosmic pageantry. They are a part of the ebb and flow of life and death, the process of living and dying which transcends the life of one solitary person.”  

Omnipresence of God

“The poet of Psalm 104 describes the numinous presence of God in nature. In one stunning image the poet's soul proclaims: "You are clothed in majesty and glory, wrapped in a robe of light, You spread the heavens like a tent-cloth."“

Psalmist is moved by awe

“Here the psalmist expresses the human person's encounter with God, an encounter of resplendent awe and wonder, admiration and praise. The poet encounters God in the creation and cannot help but be moved by his experience with the Creator. He seeks for words to express his deepest feelings, emotions, and intuitions. Something or someone has resonated with the psalmist on the deepest level of human existence. So moved is the psalmist that he boldly consecrates his life to God, declaring that he will sing praises to God for the duration of his existence, hoping his prayer will be pleasing to God.”  

Sacredness of life

“My long hikes and rides in nature have brought to life an intuitive sense of the scared apparent to all peoples of all cultures. When I leave the cloistered bubble of my technologically impervious world, I attune myself to nature's rhythms, and I become aware that there is much more to life than is considered reality in a scientific worldview. For when I am in nature, I am aware of a transcendent presence, of a mystery, of a vivifying allusion that reality is much larger and much deeper than my prejudiced Western understanding of nature is capable of comprehending or admitting. I am aware of God, without the usual shame or bias. I sense an intrinsic sacredness to life and to creation as I wander in the solitude of nature's cathedral (it is as if in creating the world God created a cathedral where he could be honored and worshipped, loved and praised)”.  

Thanksgiving... life is a gift
“My experiences in nature also bring to light the gratuitous nature of my existence. All of life and everything that comes from life is a gift. My existence, my time on this earth, my time to live and love, was not the result of my choice but the result of something much larger than myself. Why was I given a chance to wander in God's green earth and breath God's good air for a few brief moments in time? I did absolutely nothing to merit my life, but here I am. I certainly didn't choose my life, as if choice is the only important aspect of human existence.” 

Dependence versus autonomy
“When I reflect on the gratuity of human existence, I realize that it is so silly for human beings to consider themselves the autonomous masters of their destiny! As if there is not more to life than the petty whims of a volatile and fragile ego!”  

Life is a gift
“I often take my life for granted but this is foolish because my life is a mysterious gift, a gift from my parents, from my grandparents, from the human race, and from God. It is a blessing to live. It is a blessing to see the sun every morningLife is a gift, a gift we spurn because we are trapped in the selfish and egotistical illusions spun by a society intent on separating us from our humanity in order to turn a profit. The psalmist's words indict such attitudes and perspectives.”  

God-shaped vacuum: "There is a God-shaped vacuum in every man, and only God can fill it."  Blaise Pascal (17th century mathematician, physicist, religious philosopher)

Nature points us to God
“Nature and human life, in the poet's vision, is an allusion to God. That which we see and that which we experience points to He who is greater and beyond us. To become cognizant of God's reality according the poet of Psalm 104 is simple; we need to integrate ourselves into the natural cycles of life. We need to see and experience reality qua reality. When we do this, our eyes will open and we will encounter God in the humility and simplicity of our lives and be moved to song and prayer because the only natural response to such an experience is song and prayer!”

Man’s Response to the Creation

Westminster Larger Catechism Question 2

Q "How doth it appear that there is a God?" 

A  The answer that the catechism gives is, "The  very light of nature in man, and the works of God, declare plainly that there is a God; but his Word and Spirit only do sufficiently and effectually  revealed him unto men for their salvation." 

Romans 1:20   For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities —his eternal power and divine nature —have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.
· How has contact with, and awareness of, the natural world influenced the world-view and theological understanding of the following individuals?
Nicolaus Copernicus (astronomer: introduced the heliocentric system)

"The Universe has been wrought for us by a supremely good and orderly Creator"       Nicolaus Copernicus

Johann Kepler (physicist & astronomer: planetary orbits, optics)
...the harmony in the universe is "a sacred sermon, a veritable hymn to God the Creator"....  "Oh God, I am thinking thy thoughts after Thee"  Johannes Kepler

Galileo Galilei (kinematics, heliocentric system)

"Both the Holy Scriptures and Nature proceed from the Divine Word, the former as the saying of the Holy Spirit and the latter as the most observant executrix or God's orders."  Galileo Galilei

Isaac Newton (physicist & mathematician;   the calculus, gravitation, optics)

"No sciences are better attested to than the science of the Bible." "This most beautiful system of the sun, planets, and comets, could only proceed from the counsel and dominion of an intelligent and powerful Being.... This Being governs all things, not as the soul of the world, but as Lord over all; and on account of his dominion he is wont to be called Lord God."  Isaac Newton; Principles
John Muir (preservationist; Father of our National Park System)

In God's wildness lies the hope of the world x the great fresh unblighted, unredeemed wilderness. The galling harness of civilization drops off, and wounds heal ere we are aware. - John of the Mountains , (1938) page 317.

Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758;  theologian)

Surely there is something in the unruffled calm of nature that overawes our little anxieties and doubts: the sight of the deep-blue sky, and the clustering stars above, seem to impart a quiet in the mind.

Blaise Pascal (1623-1662;  physicist & mathematician)

Nature imitates herself.  A grain thrown into good ground brings forth fruit; a principle thrown into a good mind brings forth fruit. Everything is created and conducted by the same Master: the root, the branch, the fruits -  the principles, the consequence....

Nature has perfections, in order to show that she is the image of God; and defects, to show that she is only his image.

Karl Wilhelm Humboldt (linguist, philosopher; 1767-1835)

Nature pleases, attracts, delights, merely because it is  nature. We recognize in it an Infinite Power.

Arthur Compton, (Nobel  Prize-winning; dual nature of electromagnetic radiation as both a wave and a particle)

"For myself, faith begins with a realization that a supreme intelligence brought the universe into being and created man. It is not difficult for me to have this faith, for it is incontrovertible that where there is a plan there is intelligence--an orderly, unfolding universe testifies to the truth of the most majestic statement ever uttered--'In the beginning God.'"  

John Calvin  (theologian) "For astronomy is not only pleasant, but also very useful to be known; it cannot be denied that this art unfolds the admirable wisdom of God." John Calvin
How Great Thou art!

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder

consider all the worlds thy hands have made,

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder

Thy power throughout the universe displayed!

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee;

How great Thou art, how great Thou art!

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee;

How great Thou art, How great Thou art!

When through the woods and forest glades I wander

And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees,

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur

And hear the brook and fell the gentle breeze...

And when I think that God, His Son not sparing,

Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in-

That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing

He bled and died to take away my sin!...

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!

Then I shall bow in humble adoration

And there proclaim, my God how great Thou art!...

For the Beauty of the Earth

For the beauty of the earth,

For the glory of the skies,

For the love which from our birth

Over and around us lies:

Christ our God to Thee we raise

This our hymn of grateful praise.

For the wonder of each hour

Of the day and of the night

Hill and vale and tree and flower

Sun and moon and stars of light

Christ our God to Thee we raise

This our hymn of grateful praise.

For the joy of human love

Brother, sister, parent, child

Friends on earth and friends above,

For all gentle thoughts and mild

Christ our God to Thee we raise

This our hymn of grateful praise.

For thy church that evermore

Lifteth holy hands above

Offering up on every shore

Her pure sacrifice of love

Christ our God to Thee we raise

This our hymn of grateful praise.


Fairest Lord Jesus

Fairest Lord Jesus!

Ruler of all nature!

O Thou of God and man the Son!

Thee will I cherish,

Thee will I honor,

Thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown!.

Fair are the meadows,

Fairer still the woodlands,

Robed in the blooming garb of spring;

Jesus is fairer,

Jesus is purer,

Who makes the woeful hear to sing!

Fair is the sunshine,

Fairer still the moonlight,

And all the twinkling starry host;

Jesus shines brighter,

Jesus shines purer, 

than all the angels heaven can boast!.

This is my Fathers World

This is my Father's world

and to my listening ears

All nature sings and round me rings

The music of the spheres.

this is my Father's world!

I rest me in the thought

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas

His hand the wonders wrought!

This is my Father's world

The birds their carols raise;

The morning light, the lily white,

Declare their Maker's praise.

This is my Father's world!

He shines in all that's fair;

In the rustling grass I hear him pass

He speaks to me everywhere.

This is my Father's world

O let me never forget

That though the wrong seems oft so strong

God is the Ruler yet.

This is my Father's world!

The battle is not done;

Jesus who died shall be satisfied,

And earth and heaven be one.

All Creatures of Our God and King

All creatures of our God and King,

Lift up your voice and with us sing

Alleluia, Alleluia!

Thou burning sun with golden beam,

Thou silver moon with softer gleam:

O praise Him, O praise Him!

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou rushing wind that art so strong,

Ye clouds that sail in heaven along,

O praise Him! Alleluia!

Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice,

Ye lights of evening, find a voice:

O praise Him, O praise Him!

Alleluia! Alleluia!

And all ye men of tender heart,

Forgiving others, take your part,

O sing ye! Alleluia!

Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 

Praise God and on Him cast your care:

O praise Him, O praise Him!

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Let all things their Creator bless

And worship Him in humbleness

O praise Him!  Alleluia!

Praise, Praise the Father praise the Son

And praise the Spirit, Three in One

O praise Him, O praise Him!

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Great is Thy Faithfulness,

Great is Thy Faithfulness,

Oh, God, my Father.

There is no shadow of turning with Thee.

Thou changest not.

Thy compassions , they fail not.

As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.

(refrain) 

Great is Thy faithfulness!

Great is thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies I see.

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided.

Great is Thy faithfulness,

Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,

Sun moon, and stars in their courses above,

Join with all nature in manifold witness

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth

Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide!

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow

Blessings all mine and ten thousand beside!
Joyful, Joyful we adore Thee

Joyful joyful we adore Thee, 

God of Glory Lord of Love

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, 

Hail thee as the sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

Drive the dark of doubt away;

Giver of immortal gladness, 

Fill us with the light of day!

All Thy works with joy surround Thee, 

earth and heaven reflect thy rays.

Stars and angels sing around Thee,

Center of unbroken praise;

field and forest, vale and mountain,

Blooming meadow, flashing sea,

Chanting bird and flowing fountain

Call us to rejoice in Thee.

Thou art giving and forgiving

Ever blessing, ever blest,

Wellspring of the joy of living,

Ocean depth of happy rest!

Thou the Father, Christ our Brother

All who live in love are thine;

Teach us how to love each other

lift us to the joy divine.

We Sing the Greatness of our God

We Sing the Greatness of our God

That made the mountains rise. 

That spread the flowing seas abroad

And built the lofty skies.

We sing the wisdom that ordained

The sun to rule the day;

The moon shines full at His command,

And all the stars obey.

We sing the goodness of the Lord

That filled the earth with food;

He formed the creatures with His word

And then pronounced them good.

Lord how Thy wonders are displayed

Where'er we turn our eyes;

In every season of the year,

And through the changing skies.

There's not a plant or flower below 

But makes Thy glories known;

And clouds arise and tempests blow

By order from Thy throne.

While all that borrows life from Thee

Is ever in Thy care,

And everywhere that man can be,

Thou, God, art present there.



KNOWING YOU 

All I once held dear

Built my life upon

All this world reveres

And wars to own

All I once thought gain

I have counted loss

Spent and worthless now

Compared to this 

Knowing You Jesus, knowing You

There is no greater thing

You're my all, You're the best

You're my joy, my righteousness

And I love You Lord 

Now my heart's desire

Is to know you more

To be found in you

And known as yours

To possess by faith

What I could not earn

All surpassing gift

Of righteousness 

Chorus 

Oh to know the power

Of Your risen life

And to know You in

Your sufferings

To become like You

In Your death my Lord

So with You to live

And never die 

Forever My Love

The nails in your hand,  the nails in your feet

They tell me how much you love me

The thorns on your brows, they tell me how

You bore so much pain to love me

All your scars will still remain, and forever they will say

Just how much you love me

So I want to say, forever my love,  

Forever my heart, forever my life is yours.

Shout to The Lord 

My Jesus, my Savior 

Lord there is none like You 

All of my days I want to praise 

The wonders of Your mighty love 

My comfort, my shelter 

Tower of refuge and strength 

Let every breath, All that I am 

Never cease to worship You 

 Shout to the Lord! All the earth let us sing 

Power and majesty Praise to the King 

Mountains bow down and the seas will roar 

At the sound of Your name 

I sing for joy at the work of your hands 

Forever I'll love You, Forever I'll stand 

Nothing compares to the promise I have in You 


Be Thou My Vision

Be Thou My Vision,  O Lord of my heart

Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art;

Thou my best thought, by day or by night

Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word

I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;

Thou my great Father, I Thy true son

Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.

Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise

Thou mine inheritance, now and always;

Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,

High King of heaven, my Treasure Thou art.

High King of heaven, my victory won,

May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's Sun!

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall

Still be my vision O Ruler of all.

SHINE JESUS SHINE

Lord, the light of Your love is shining

In the midst of the darkness shining

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us

Set us free by the truth You now bring us

Shine on me; shine on me

Shine, Jesus, shine

Fill this land with the Father's glory

Blaze, Spirit, blaze

Set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow

Flood the nations with grace and mercy

Send forth Your Word, Lord

And let there be light

Lord, I come to Your awesome presence

From the shadows into Your radiance

By the blood I may enter Your brightness

Search me, try me, consume all my darkness

Shine on me; shine on me

Lord I Lift Your Name on High

Lord I lift Your name on high

Lord I love to sing Your praises

I'm so glad Your in my life

I'm so glad You came to save us

You came from heaven to earth

To show the way

From the earth to the cross

My debt to pay

From the cross to the grave

From the grave to the sky

Lord I lift Your name on high

STEP BY STEP

O God, You are my God,

and I will ever praise You. (repeat)

I will seek You in the morning,

and I will learn to walk in your way;

And step by step You'll lead me,

and I will follow You all of my days. 

(Repeat)



Luke 12: 13-21

The Parable of the Rich Fool

Context in which the parable was delivered

(1) Confrontation: Pharisees are trying to catch Jesus. 

 Luke 11:53, 6:11; Luke 19: 47,48;  20:19-20; 22:2

(2) Who was He speaking to first?  (12:1);  When did He start speaking to the crowd?  (12:13)

(3) What question prompts the parable?  (12:13).  What was the context in which this question was asked?

(4) It was common to ask rabbis to interpret the law and settle civil disputes.  What is the man asking Jesus to do?

(5) According to Jewish custom, the majority of an estate went to the eldest son who became the executor of the estate.  Do you think  this man's request legitimate?

(6) Why do you think that Jesus does not wish to serve as arbiter? (12:14)

Jesus' Warning against greed (12:13-15)
(1) Jesus says to be on our guards against of 'all kinds of greed".  What kinds of greed are there?

(2) Jesus says to "Watch Out!"  Why does he give such an intense warning?

(3) A man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions:

(4) Why does Jesus give such a strong warning against greed? (Colossians 3:5)  Which commandment(s) does greed break?

The Parable of the Rich Fool (12:16-21)
(1) Was there anything wrong with the way the man acquired his wealth or the increase of his wealth?  

(2) What did the man do wrong?  Why was he a "fool"?  

(3) What is a "fool"? (Psalm 14:1; Proverbs 12:15; Proverbs 15:5; Proverbs 28:26)

(3)  He is the man of this parable a success or a failure?  Is he a master or a servant?  Is he a rich man or a pauper?

(4) How can we be rich toward God?  (21:34)

Worry ing (12: 22-32)
(1) The Lord addresses the topic of worry immediately following the parable of the Rich Fool.  

(2) Four reasons not to worry:  (12:22-24; 25-28; 29-31; 32)

Treasure in Heaven (12:33-34)

(1) What are the riches that will not wear out, and that no thief can steal and nothing can destroy?

(2) What is contentment?  What causes us to be content?  I Timothy 6:6-10 

(3) "He is no fool who give what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot loose"  Jim Eliott, missionary to Equadorian Indians

USING YOUR GIFTS TO BUILD THE BODY OF CHRIST, 

Mineral King, 1999

Psalm 8:1  LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  3 ¶ When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 4 what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?

“We live in a culture that has been greatly influenced by the consequences of evolutionary thought. Evolution denies a purpose greater than self. Where there is no purpose greater than self, we are forced to live only for ourselves. Therefore our culture says, "You deserve a break today." "Look out for number 1." "If it feels good, do it." "It may cost a little more, but I'm worth it." Advertisers have become rich by giving attention to this human tendency to put ourselves first.” 
Matthew 16  (Luke 9:23)

24* ¶ Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.

 25 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.

 26* What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?
· Why do we lose our life when trying to save it?

· Why to we find our life when losing it for Christ?
What is the purpose of the life?

Question 1: What is the chief and highest end of man? 

Answer: Man's chief and highest end is to glorify God, and fully to enjoy him forever.

perspective:  eternal vs. temporal

Matthew 6

16* ¶ "When you fast, do not look sombre as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.

 17* But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face,

 18* so that it will not be obvious to men that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.

 19* ¶ "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.

 20* But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.

 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

· What are earthly treasures?

· How do you store up treasures in heaven?

Why are we here?

Romans 8:28  Called according to His purpose

Isaiah 43:7 5 Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children from the east and gather you from the west.

 6 I will say to the north, `Give them up!' and to the south, `Do not hold them back.' Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth--

 7 everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made."
Ephesians 2:8-10

8* For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--

 9* not by works, so that no-one can boast.

 10* For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
2 Timothy

1 ¶ You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

 2 And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.

 3* Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.

 4* No-one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs--he wants to please his commanding officer.

 5* Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor's crown unless he competes according to the rules.

 6 The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops.
1 Corinthians 3:

10* By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds.

 11* ¶ For no-one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.

 12* If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw,

 13* his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work.

 14 If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.

 15* If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.
1 Corinthians 12

14 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many.

 15 If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.

 16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.

 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?

 18 But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.

 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be?

 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body.

 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!"

 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable,

 23 and the parts that we think are less honourable we treat with special honour. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty,

 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honour to the parts that lacked it,

 25* so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.

 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honoured, every part rejoices with it.

 27 ¶ Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

Col 3:23-24

23* Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men,

 24* since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.

People who made a difference

Mark Asbill

Story of Rudy

Horace G. Underwood, the first

missionary from the USA, arrived on 5th April 1885.

The Assemblies of God-related Full Gospel

Church in Seoul has the largest congregation in the world, with participation recently reported to be near 820,000! Korea is also the home of the largest Presbyterian church, and several Methodist churches in Seoul have memberships in the tens of thousands, each vying to be the largest in its denomination. While prayer has been the trademark of Korean Christianity - daily prayer services begin at 5:30 a.m.

Activities

Campfire activities:

Humor:  oxymorons, Ban DHMO, riddles
Trust Activities:

Falling backwards, then fall backwards off rock

blindfolded, bounced in  in circle
Games

Frisbee golf

slingshot target practice

tug of war

tennis ball catch and baseball

rope swing

Short hikes

Hike to mine shaft on Monarch Creek

White Chief mine shaft

Empire mine

Timber Gap

nature hike in iron spring meadow

Nature hike in Atwell Mill

sunrise hike

Other activites
star gazing

GPS hide and seek, orienteering, topo map reading

rock climbing

Wading in pools along mineral king road

swim in Eagle Lake
Ban DHMO 

The Invisible Killer
Dihydrogen-Monoxide is colorless, odorless, tasteless, and kills countless thousands of people every year. Most of these deaths are caused by accidental inhalation of DHMO, but the dangers of Dihydrogen-Monoxide do not end there. Prolonged exposure to its solid form causes severe tissue damage. Symptoms of DHMO ingestion can include excessive sweating, a bloated feeling, nausea, vomiting and body electrolyte imbalance. For the many who have become dependent, DHMO withdrawal means certain death. 

· Dihydrogen-Monoxide: 

· also known as Hydroxl Acid 

· a major component of acid rain 

· contributes signifgantly to the Greenhouse Effect 

· may cause severe burns 

· primary cause of the erosion of our natural landscape 

· accelerates corrosion and rusting of metals 

· causes critical electrical failures world-wide 

· decreases effectiveness of automobile braking systems 

· found in nearly every excised tumor of terminal cancer patients 

Contamination Is Reaching Epidemic Proportions!

Signifigant quantities of Dihydrogen-Monoxide have been found in almost every stream, lake, and reservoir in the United States today. This contaminant is a global problem. It has even been found in Antarctic ice. DHMO has caused billions of dollars of property damage just here in the United States alone. 

· Despite the obvious danger, Dihydrogen-Monoxide is used: 

· as an industrial solvent and coolant 

· in nuclear power plants 

· in the production of styrofoam 

· as a fire retardant 

· in many forms of human and animal research 

· in the distribution of pesticides (even after washing,

· produce remains visibly coated by this chemical) 

· as an additive in most "junk-foods" as well as

· many other food products 

Companies dump waste Dihydrogen-Monoxide directly into rivers and the ocean. Nothing can be done to stop them because this practice is still legal. The impact on wildlife is extreme, and we cannot afford to ignore it any longer! 

The Horror Must Be Stopped!

The United States government has refused to even consider banning the production, distribution, or use of this damaging chemical due to its "importance to the economic health of this nation." In fact, the navy and other military organizations are conducting large scale experiments with DHMO on a regular basis. They are designing multi-billion dollar devices to control and utilize it during warfare situations. Hundreds of military research facilities receive tons of DHMO through a highly sophisticated underground distribution network. Many of these facilities even store large quantities for future use. 

It's Not Too Late!

Act NOW to prevent further contamination. Find out more about this dangerous chemical. What you don't know can hurt you and others throughout the world
Oxymorons
Act naturally

Found missing

Resident alien

Advanced BASIC

Genuine imitation

Good grief

Same difference

Almost exactly

Government organization

Sanitary landfill

Legally drunk

Silent scream

Living dead

Small crowd

Business ethics

Soft Rock

Military intelligence

Software documentation

New classic

"Now, then ..."

Synthetic natural gas

Passive aggression

Taped live

Clearly misunderstood

Peace force

Temporary tax increase

Computer jock

Plastic glasses

Terribly pleased

Computer security

Political science

Tight slacks

Definite maybe

Pretty ugly

Twelve-ounce pound cake

Diet ice cream

Working vacation

Exact estimate

One man crew

Microsoft Works
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