Hard Sayings About Discipleship

Part 2;  Luke 9:57-62

WC 1.9  The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture itself: and therefore, when there is a question about the true and full sense of any Scripture (which is not manifold, but one), it must be searched and known by other places that speak more clearly.

(I) PARALLEL PASSAGES:  MATTHEW 8:18-23

Matthew 8: 18 When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to cross to the other side of the lake. 19 Then a teacher of the law came to him and said, "Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go." 20* Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." 21 Another disciple said to him, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." 22 But Jesus told him, "Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead." 23*  Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him.

(II) CONTEXT IN WHICH THESE WORDS OF JESUS WERE DELIVERED

	Context of Luke 9
	Context of Matthew 8
	

	37 The next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met him.

41  Unbelieving & perverse generation—unable to cast out demon

43  All amazed at the greatness of God
44 The Son of Man is going to be betrayed
46 An argument started among the disciples as to which of them would be the greatest.

53* but the people there did not welcome him

57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go


	7: 28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching

1 ¶ When he came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him
3 Immediately he was cured of his leprosy.

13 And his servant was healed at that very hour.

15 He touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and began to wait on him.

16 When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick.


	


(III) ANALYSIS OF THE TEXT:  LUKE 9:57-62

57  As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go." 58 Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." 59 He said to another man, "Follow me." But the man replied, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." 60 Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God."

61* Still another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-bye to my family." 62* Jesus replied, "No-one who puts his hand to the plough and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God."

	(A) "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head."

	· Who was this delivered to?


	

	· What teaching is in question?


	

	· What is it about this teaching that makes it hard to understand?


	

	· What is it about the Jewish hearers and disciples that made it hard for them to accept the teaching?
	

	· What does this passage teach?


	

	· What does this passage not teach?


	

	· Is my interpretation consistent with the rest of Scripture?
	


Hebrews 11:8-10 8* By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9* By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
Lu 18:22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." Lu 18:23 When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man of great wealth.

Matthew 6:19-20 19  "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  20* But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

	(B) Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.

	· Who was this delivered to?


	

	· What teaching is in question?


	

	· What is it about the Jewish hearers and disciples that made it hard for them to accept the teaching?
	

	· What is it about the Jewish hearers and disciples that made it hard for them to accept the teaching?
	

	· What does this passage teach?


	

	· What does this passage not teach? 

	

	· Is my interpretation consistent with the rest of Scripture?
	


Mt 4:19* "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."

Mt 9:9* As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.

Mt 16:24* Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.

Ps 27:8* My heart says of you, "Seek his face!" Your face, LORD, I will seek.

Ps 119:60* I will hasten and not delay to obey your commands.

	(C) "No-one who puts his hand to the plough and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God."

	· Who was this delivered to?
	

	· What teaching is in question?
	

	· What is it about this teaching that makes it hard to understand?
	

	· What is it about the Jewish hearers and disciples that made it hard for them to accept the teaching?
	

	· What does this passage teach?
	

	· What does this passage not teach? 
	

	· Is my interpretation consistent with the rest of Scripture?
	


Lu 9:51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.

Heb 12: 1

* ¶ Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.

 2* Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Php 3:14  I press on towards the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenwards in Christ Jesus.

Genesis 19:26  But Lot's wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.
Exodus 16:3* The Israelites said to them, "If only we had died by the LORD's hand in Egypt! There we sat round pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death."

Numbers 11:5  We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost--also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic.
Matthew 7: 13 "Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.14* But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.
Matthew 6:33* But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
(IV) CONCLUSION/ HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

	Matthew 8:23* Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him

	· List the things these disciples encountered by following Jesus. (Matthew 8:23-9:13)
	

	Luke 10:1    After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go.

	· List the things these disciples encountered by following Jesus. (Luke 10:1-11)
	

	· What can we expect when we follow Jesus?
	


Heb 13:5b: God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."

A lawyer was overheard praying in church: "We respectively request, and entreat, that due and adequate provision be made this day and date hereinafter subscribed, for the organizing of such methods and allocations and distribution as may be deemed necessary to properly assure the reception by and for said petitioner of such quantities of baked cereal products as shall, in the judgment of the aforementioned parishioners, constitute a sufficient supply therefore.

INTERPRETATION: "... give us this day our daily bread.
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