Hard Sayings About Discipleship

Luke 14:25-35

Luke 14:25-35

25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said:

26 "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot be my disciple.

27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.

28 "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it?

29 For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him,

30 saying, `This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.'

31 "Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand?

32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace.

33* In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.

34 "Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?

35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure heap; it is thrown out. "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."  

Questions to Organize Our Study of "Hard Sayings"

“There are those that, because of differences in culture and time, are hard to understand without having their social and historical backgrounds explained. Second are those that are all too easily understood but that challenge the ways we think and act.” (Publisher's preface to The Hard Sayings of the Bible, F.F. Bruce, You can order a copy from a local Christian Bookstore, Christian Book Distributors (http://www.christianbook.com), or Amazon.com)
· What teaching is in question?

· What is it about this teaching that makes it hard to understand?

· What is it about the Jewish hearers and disciples that made it hard for them to accept the teaching?

Misinterpretations

· Many approach the foregoing scriptures with the idea that one must give up family to follow Jesus Christ. 
· believe their zeal to serve God dismisses their responsibility to their families. 

· Some become monks in monasteries believing they should only be married to Christ.   

· Many see this verse as a contradiction to Scripture because they do not understand it. 

Context in which it was delivered

Describe the situation in which this message was delivered.

Understanding Literary Devices 

A hyperbole is an evident exaggeration for the sake of emphasis. It might be witty also.  These are common in our conversations like when we say, "The room was so cold that I  froze to death.” In English (or in Western culture) we don't usually speak in such hyperbole. In the Middle East exaggeration is very common. People love to speak in superlatives and extremes (I certainly have that impression). In England the way of communicating effectively is the "understatement".

Mr 10:25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."

2 Corinthians 11:8 I robbed other churches by receiving support from them so as to serve you.
Luke 14:26 "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot be my disciple.
Related Scripture on Discipleship

Matthew 10:37 "Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me;  38 and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.
Mt 16:24* Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.

Lu 14:26* "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot be my disciple.

Lu 14:33* In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.

John 8:31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.

John 15:8 This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.

Ac 20:24* However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me--the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace.

Re 12:11 They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.

John 12:25 The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.

"If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot be my disciple.
Related Scripture on the subject of Hatred meaning to “love less”
De 21:15* If a man has two wives, and he loves one but not the other, and both bear him sons but the firstborn is the son of the wife he does not love,

Mt 6:24* "No-one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.

Lu 14:26* "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot be my disciple.

Related Scripture on the subject of loving and honoring one’s parents

Matthew 15: 3-6   Jesus replied, "And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? 4* For God said, `Honor your father and mother' and `Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.' 5 But you say that if a man says to his father or mother, `Whatever help you might otherwise have received from me is a gift devoted to God,' 6 he is not to `honor his father' with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition.

John 19:25-27  Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your son," and to the disciple, "Here is your mother." From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. (NIV)

Luke 18:18-20 (Mt 19:19, Matt 15:1-4, Mark 7:5-10) 18*  A certain ruler asked him, "Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 19 "Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No-one is good-- except God alone  20* You know the commandments: `Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.'"

Luke 6:27-28 "But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,  bless those who curse you, pray for those who ill-treat you. 

Historical Perspective on Discipleship & the Covenantal family

BOCO Parents’ promises:  (Q. 3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set before (him) a godly example, that you will pray with and for (him), that you will teach (him) the doctrines of our holy religion, and that you will strive, by all the means of God's appointment, to bring (him) up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord?)  

Tertullian, 2nd Century AD “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” 

Matthew Henry:  Though the disciples of Christ are not all crucified, yet they all bear their cross, and must bear it in the way of duty. Jesus bids them count upon it, and then consider of it. Our Savior explains this by two similitudes; the former showing that we must consider the expenses of our religion; the latter, that we must consider the perils of it. Sit down and count the cost; consider it will cost the mortifying of sin, even the most beloved lusts. The proudest and most daring sinner cannot stand against God, for who knows the power of his anger? It is our interest to seek peace with him, and we need not send to ask conditions of peace, they are offered to us, and are highly to our advantage. In some way a disciple of Christ will be put to the trial. May we seek to be disciples indeed, and be careful not to grow slack in our profession, or afraid of the cross; that we may be the good salt of the earth, to season those around us with the savour of Christ.

Example of Jesus related this passage

While praying to His Father he said, "Father, if Thou art willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Thine be done" (Luke 22:42). Jesus added in this context that if one does not "hate his own life he cannot be My disciple."

“What “hating our own lives” mean?”

Of the original twelve disciples eleven were willing to hate their own lives:  Ten died as martyrs and John was imprisoned by the Romans for his faith.  Only Judas loved his life more than Christ, and he committed suicide. 

And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.

What does carrying one’s cross mean?

Is carrying one’s cross mean putting up with living with our mother-in-law, or some handicap or sickness?

II Cor 4:11  For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body.
Gal 2;20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

Lu 9:23 Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.

Mt 10:38* and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.

Mt 16:24* Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.

Mr 8:34* Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?  37 Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?

Mr 10:21* Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me."

2Ti 3:12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,

Mt 13:21 But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.

Ac 14:22 strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. "We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God," they said.

2Ti 1:12 That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day.

Phil 3:8-10 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ  9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ--the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

John R.W. Stott wrote in his book The Cross Of Christ: "The cross undermines our self-righteousness. We stand before it only with a bowed head and a broken spirit. . . and there we remain until the Lord Jesus speaks to our hearts his word of pardon and acceptance, and we, gripped by his love and brimful of thanksgiving, go out into the world to live our lives in his service." 

In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.

What does it mean to give up all one owns?

Lu 14:26* "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot be my disciple.

Lu 5:11* So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.

Lu 5:28 and Levi got up, left everything and followed him.

Lu 18:22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." :23 When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man of great wealth.

Php 3:7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ

2Ti 4:10* for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia.

1Jo 2:15* Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16* For everything in the world--the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does-- comes not from the Father but from the world.

Matthew 6:20 19 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20* But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
The British preacher, Philip Hacking, spoke about a time when, as a seminary student, he was challenged by a  young communist that left him grappling for an answer. The young man, who had left school at fourteen, had  no higher education, but he dutifully gave a quarter of his income to the cause of communism. He only slept  four hours a night, occupying his time studying Marxism, and sleeping on the bare boards so that sleeping  does not become a habit, luxury, or temptation. But what he said was more shocking: 

  "Look, you guys believe in God. You say Jesus is the Son of God. I don’t believe a word of it; you believe in  the resurrection and heaven – if I believe what you say you believe I would do a lot more. But I guess you  don’t really believe it because Christians don’t sacrifice as much as we do, do they?’

Conclusion: “Martin Luther said, "A religion that gives nothing, costs nothing, and suffers nothing, is worth nothing." A disciple is a servant of Jesus Christ who is on a mission, not an outing. He is not a tourist, but a pilgrim who bears the cross daily. While separation from family and friends is not a goal, it is not fiction either. Finally, be strong in the Lord. Do not be a flabby, flaky, and foggy Christian. A cream puff, old "you-tiao" (apiece of fried flour) or a mile wide and an inch deep convert.” Victor Yap

Westminster Confession 16:2   These good works, done in obedience to God's commandments, are the fruits and evidences of a true and lively faith: and by them believers manifest their thankfulness, strengthen their assurance, edify their brethren, adorn the profession of the gospel, stop the mouths of the adversaries, and glorify God, whose workmanship they are, created in Christ Jesus thereunto, that, having their fruit unto holiness, they may have the end, eternal life.

