Hard sayings in John chapter 6

Week 1

Introduction

For the next two weeks we will be looking at the difficult sayings of Jesus found in the 6th chapter of the book of John. We will be focusing our attention primarily on two particular sayings:

· V. 44 That no one can come to Jesus unless the Father draws them

·  V. 53 Unless you eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of Man you have no life in you.

In John 6 we have a large group of people coming after Jesus for all the wrong reasons. They were following him in order to get from him what they wanted. Anyone familiar with the prosperity gospel will see an immediate connection.  Here is a piece from the web site a local heath and wealth teacher by the name of Dr. Fred Price of Ever Increasing Faith Ministries:
Q. What is a tithe and where should I tithe?

Tithing, along with giving and offerings, is the method God has placed in effect for His children to prosper. When you give into the Kingdom, you are planting seed that will come grow into a financial harvest, because there is a reciprocal relationship involved. In other words, as you give to God, your heavenly Father gives back to you! 
Now, along with "planting" (giving), you have to keep "watering" your seed by confessing the Word and saying, "In the name of Jesus, I believe I receive the windows-of-heaven blessing." 

When you systematically continue to make your confessions relative to your tithes and offerings, Satan cannot touch your blessings. But when you fail to adhere to the directives given in God’s Word, Satan can and will steal your blessings and there is nothing God can do about it.

You also have to keep in mind that, just as with seed you plant in the physical ground, there is a time element involved between planting your financial seed and receiving the corresponding harvest. God is in the spirit world, and that spirit world is outside the realm of the physical. The blessings God has given us as the result of our giving have to come from the spirit world into the physical world, and it is faith that makes that transfer. Therefore, you have to be patient. 

It’s a “give in order to get” kind of theology that is self-centered at it’s core. Sadly, the evangelical church is full of people who come to Jesus in order to get something from him. 
· To fix a broken marriage

· To heal a sick loved one

· To find victory over addiction

· To find a new job or a spouse

· And like the people who flock to Fred’s church, financial success

The context of John chapter 6

It is interesting that this miracle of feeding the multitudes was seemingly not a miracle of necessity. 

Luke 9:12 Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, "Send the crowd away so they can go to the surrounding villages and countryside and find food and lodging, because we are in a remote place here."13  He replied, "You give them something to eat."

The next day the people who had been fed by Jesus the day before have caught up with him and after finding him asked, “Teacher, how did you get here?”  
Jesus says in effect, you have come to find me, not because you saw the signs, but because you got a free lunch and you want your bellies filled again.
Robert Godfrey has called this potion of Scripture, “Jesus’ church shrinkage seminar” because this is not how one makes friends and influences people. 
What work must we do?

The crowd asks, “What must we do to work the works of God? You want a work? OK, here’s a work, believe in the one that God has sent.
Faith is not something we produce on our own

It almost seems that Jesus is saying believing is a work that we are to perform. But is faith something we produce on our own?
Ephesians 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no one can boast.

The Westminster says it like this:

“All those whom God has predestined to life and those only, he is pleased in his appointed time, effectually to call by his word and Spirit, from that state of sin and death which they are by nature, to grace and salvation by Jesus Christ. Enlightening their minds, spiritually and savingly, to understand the things of God, taking away their heart of stone and giving them a heart of flesh, renewing their wills and redirecting them to that which is good, and drawing them to Jesus Christ, yet, they come freely, being made willing by his grace.”

The Bread of heaven

The crowd replies, “Show us a bigger miracle that we see it and believe you.” Show us something really great! 

Jesus then makes a distinction between the manna that came to their fathers in the desert and the true bread that gives eternal life. But the crowd, still thinking only of their need of another meal says, “give us this bread always.”

Jesus is the Word and the Bread of life
Jesus now begins his sermon by saying “I am the bread of life”. The Old Testament indicates that bread is a metaphor for the word of the Lord.  

Amos 8:11  "The days are coming," declares the Sovereign LORD, "when I will send a famine through the land-- not a famine of food or a thirst for water, but a famine of hearing the words of the LORD. 12 Men will stagger from sea to sea and wander from north to east, searching for the word of the LORD, but they will not find it. 

Isaiah 55:1  "Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 2 Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy?

Two things Jesus is saying by this statement of being the bread from heaven

· God has become man

John summarizes this teaching in the beginning of his gospel.

John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

This is actually the first hard teaching that the crowd has to swallow as evidenced by their response.

John 6:41 At this the Jews began to grumble about him because he said, "I am the bread that came down from heaven."42 They said, "Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, 'I came down from heaven'?"

· Jesus is the bread that gives life

The purpose of the true bread is to sustain us in both body and soul to eternal life.

John 6:35  Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.

John 4:13  Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again,14  but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."
· The doctrine of assurance and perseverance  

In verse 36 Jesus says, “you have come to me looking for you own brand of Messiah, and you do not believe what I am saying.”

Then Jesus says one of the great statements of true Christian comfort beginning in verse 37.

John 6:37  All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away.38  For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me.39  And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day.

The Westminster Confession puts it this way:

“Those who truly believe in the Lord Jesus, and love him sincerely, attempting to walk in all good conscience before him, may in this life be assured that they are in a state of grace and may rejoice on the hope of the glory of God: which hope shall never make them ashamed.” Chapter 18, section 1

Galatians 5:4  You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.

To fall away from grace is to try to get to heaven without it. And we do well to remember that grace is not a “stuff”, it is an attribute of the living God. God is gracious to sinners.

· Romans 9:22  What if God, choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience the objects of his wrath--prepared for destruction? 23  What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory-- 24  even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles?

· Assurance of a bodily resurrection

40  For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day."
No less than four times does the Savior speak about the raising up of believers at the last day. 
The Westminster is of great help here as well:

“When Christ returns on the last day, those who are still alive shall not die, but be changed; and all the dead shall be forever reunited with their self same (original) bodes, but with eternal qualities. The bodies of the unjust shall, by the power of Christ, be raised to dishonor; the bodies of the just, by his Spirit, to honor, and will be glorified just as the body of Christ was glorified.” Chapter 32, section 2 –3

1 Corinthians 15: 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. 20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

1 Corinthians 15:32  If I fought wild beasts in Ephesus for merely human reasons, what have I gained? If the dead are not raised, "Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die."

No man can come unless the Father draws him

The ability to come to Jesus is intimately connected with the doctrine of particular redemption. Let’s define that term so there is no misunderstanding as to what it means.

 “The saving work of Christ on the cross was intended to save only the individuals that Father had given to the Son by divine election.” As stated by Jesus in this present discourse (v.39). 

· It is important to understand that both Calvinists and Arminians place a limit on the work of Christ on the cross.
· The atonement is limited either in extent (not all will receive the benefit of it) 

· Or the atonement is limited in its effectiveness (it was not designed to save anyone in particular).

Now this raises a question since these two ideas, the are in opposition to each other. “For whom did Christ die?” There seems to be only three possible answers.

1. Christ died for all the sins of all people

2. Christ died for some of the sins of all people

3. Christ died for all of the sins of some people 

This is where we need to do some thinking. Which one is it?  This is where we will pick up next week looking at these options and continuing at verse 41. 

