Restoring Worship, the Word, and the Walls

Ezra 4-10

[image: image1.wmf]Why study Ezra, Nehemiah?

2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Ro 15:4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

Themes of Ezra & Nehemiah

· God is restoring their WORSHIP (through the temple)

· God restores their WORD (through re-establishing it primal place to be obeyed)

· God restores their WALLS (through rebuilding the walls  which provides them social and political security).
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The Three Returns from Exile





2 Outlines of Ezra


I. National Restoration under Zerubbabel (1-6)

A. Returning to the land (1-2)

1. Proclamation of Cyrus (1)

2. Registration of the people (2)

B. Rebuilding the temple (3)

1. Establishing the altar (3:1-6)

2. Laying again the foundation (3:7-13)

C. Resisting the enemy (4-6)

1. The building ceases (4)

(Note: 4:6-23 is a parenthesis describing opposition at a later date)

2. The prophets begin their ministry (5)

3. The building is completed (6)

II. Spiritual Reformation under Ezra (7-10)

A. Ezra comes to Jerusalem (7-8)

B. Ezra confesses the sins of the people (9)

C. Ezra cleanses the nation (10)
I. The First Return and Rebuilding under Zerubbabel (chaps. 1-6)

A. The proclamation of Cyrus (1:1-4)

B. The reaction of the Israelites (1:5-11)

C. The list of people who returned (chap. 2)

1. The list recorded (2:1-63)

2. The total numbers given (2:64-67)

3. The restoration begun (2:68-70)

D. The rebuilding of the temple (3:1-6:15)

1. The altar and foundation rebuilt (chap. 3)

2. The rebuilding opposed (4:1-6:12)

3. The temple completed (6:13-15)

E. The dedication of the temple and the celebration of the Passover (6:16-22)

1. The temple dedicated (6:16-18)

2. The Passover celebrated (6:19-22)

II. The Second Return and Reform under Ezra (chaps. 7-10)

A. The return to the land (chaps. 7-8)

1. The introduction of Ezra (7:1-10)

2. The circumstances prompting the return (7:11-28)

3. The list of the returnees (8:1-14)

4. The details of the journey and arrival (8:15-36)

B. The reform in the land (chaps. 9-10)

1. The people’s sin of intermarriage reported (9:1-4)

2. Ezra’s prayer to God (9:5-15)

3. The people’s confession of sin (chap. 10)
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Chronology of the Postexilic Period


Persian Kings
Dates of Their Reigns
Biblical Events
Scripture References
Dates

Cyrus
559-530 b.c.
Edict of Cyrus for the return
Ezra 1:1-4
538 b.c.



First return of 49,897 exiles under Zerubbabel (to build the temple)
Ezra 2
538



The altar and temple foundation built
Ezra 3:1-4:5
536

Cambyses
530-522




Smerdis
522




Darius I
521-486
Haggai prophesied
Book of Haggai
520



Zechariah prophesied
Book of Zechariah
520-518



The temple completed
Ezra 5-6


Xerxes (Ahasuerus)
485-465
Accusation against Judah
Ezra 4:6
486



Esther became queen
Esther 2:17
479

Artaxerxes I (Artashasta)
464-424
Artaxerxes stopped the rebuilding of Jerusalem
Ezra 4:7-23
ca. 464-458



Second return of 4,000-5,000 exiles under Ezra (to beautify the temple and reform the people
Ezra 7-10
458



Third return of exiles, under Nehemiah (to build the walls of Jerusalem)
Book of Nehemiah
444



Nehemiah’s second return
Nehemiah 13:6
ca. 430



Malachi prophesied
Book of Malachi
450-430 (?)

Historical features

· Ezra and Nehemiah are historical books. 

· Contains the last century of Israel’s history that the Bible records. 

· Ezra begins with the first group of Jews to return from Exile, 538 b.c.
· Nehemiah concludes with the last group, 432 b.c.. 

· This history centers on the books’ three main characters: Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah.

Relationship of Ezra and Nehemiah

· They were one in the ancient Hebrew and Greek Old Testament. 

· Ezra’s story is climaxed in Nehemiah (chs 8-10)

· Part of Nehemiah’s story is in Ezra (4:6-23).
Issues facing the restored community:

· Formalism and legalism threatened their worship life. 

· The world’s moral or immoral values threatened to replace God’s standards. 

· Enemies threatened the integrity of the covenant community

Ezra 9:1-2: 1* ¶ After these things had been done, the leaders came to me and said, "The people of Israel, including the priests and the Levites, have not kept themselves separate from the neighbouring peoples with their detestable practices, like those of the Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Jebusites, Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians and Amorites.

 2* They have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and their sons, and have mingled the holy race with the peoples around them. And the leaders and officials have led the way in this unfaithfulness." 
Three major stories of Ezra & Nehemiah: 

What is the theological significance of each of the three major stories in Ezra and Nehemiah?

· Rebuilding the Temple by Zerubbabel:

· Renewing the emphasis on God’s law by Ezra, 

· Restoring the walls of Jerusalem by Nehemiah 

Names of God in Ezra and Nehemiah

13x the God of heaven

13x  the God of Israel

51x“our God” or “my God” 

53x Yahweh 

4x Lord (Adonai, Master) 

Emphases

· God’s House: sixty-four references (44 in Ezr, 20 in Ne). 

· God’s law: twenty-seven times (8 in Ezr, 19 in Ne), along with references to His commands, ordinances, regulations, decrees, and warnings. 
· Worship of God is mentioned throughout both books. Much is said about the Temple, the Levites, sacrifices, prayer, music, feasts, and confessions.
Major Teachings (Adapted from Bible Knowledge Commentary)

· God’s Word is essential. It must be greatly emphasized. It must be studied and heeded as the only authoritative rule for living. Ezra and Nehemiah make it transparently clear how important and essential God’s truth is for God’s people.

· Scripture is to be trusted. Ezra and Nehemiah were written to “fulfill the word of the Lord” (Ezr 1:1). God’s words spoken by Jeremiah were literally fulfilled, as recorded in these two books. God’s Temple was rebuilt, God’s law was taught, and God’s city was restored and repopulated, as prophesied.

· God is universally sovereign. He is not limited. He can use a Cyrus, polytheistic king of Persia, to make possible His people’s release from captivity and return to their fatherland. He can use an Artaxerxes, another Persian king, to authorize and finance the trip of an Ezra to teach God’s people God’s law. This same king also helped Nehemiah restore some measure of respectability to God’s holy city.

· Worship of God is absolutely necessary. It is so necessary that the worship center simply must be built. Enthusiasm for restoring the worship center had died quickly. God raised up a Haggai and a Zechariah to encourage His people back on course to complete the worship center. Nothing must supersede worship of God by His people.

· Obedience to God is not optional. It is obligatory. This sometimes comes at a very high price. God said His people should not marry those who are not His people. When they did, they had to pay a painful price to correct the problem. Spouses and offspring who were not the people of God were to be sent away. God’s people must strive for godly uniqueness sometimes at a very high cost.

· Hard work is necessary for obedience and worship. Resurrecting the worship center was no easy job. Though expensive and difficult, it had to be done. Rebuilding Jerusalem’s walls was a demanding and exhausting task. It too had to be done.

· Leadership is God’s plan. He raises up leaders. Some of God’s chosen leaders are unpopular and opposed at every hand. But God raised up a Zerubbabel; He chose an Ezra; and He used a Nehemiah. Important to notice is that only Ezra was a religious leader; Zerubbabel and Nehemiah were laymen.

· Opposition is real. It must be expected and prepared for. Zerubbabel and Nehemiah were confronted with damaging opposition. But God’s assigned tasks had to be done. Both stood their ground in their confidence in God. Opposition to God’s people doing God’s work cannot be a reason for God’s people not doing God’s work. When the Jews were opposed in building the worship center, “the eye of their God was watching over the elders of the Jews, and they were not stopped” (5:5).

· Encouragement is always in order. Opposition causes discouragement; encouragement is needed. God raises up encouragers like Haggai and Zechariah. When the work on the worship center came to a halt, Haggai and Zechariah showed up on the scene. And God’s people “continued to build and prosper under the preaching of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah” (Ezr 6:14).

· Godly uniqueness should characterize God’s people. Intimate relations with those who are not God’s people undermines godly character. Correcting worldly entanglements can be sad and very expensive. The Jews’ sending away their spouses and children must be understood in the right context. They “separated themselves from the unclean practices of their Gentile neighbors in order to seek the Lord, the God of Israel” and “the Lord had filled them with joy” (6:21, 22).

· God is imminent. God is with us. He is intimately involved in our lives. Ezra and Nehemiah portray this in a very graphic sense. Ezra did the impossible, “for the hand of the Lord his God was on him” (Ezr 7:6; see 7:9, 28; 8:18, 22, 31). Nehemiah got the unexpected “because the gracious hand of my God was upon me” (Ne 2:8; see 1:10; 2:18).

· Prayer is fundamental and indispensable. Both books magnify this concept. Both men prayed. See Ezra’s brief prayer (Ezr 7:27-28) and his long prayer (9:6-15). Nehemiah prayed a long prayer (1:5-11); he prayed a short one. He breathed a quick prayer in conversation with his boss, King Artaxerxes: “Then I prayed to the God of heaven, and I answered the king” (2:4-5).

· Confession and covenant making are basic to the godly life. Ezra and Nehemiah teach much about the need and the how of confession and covenanting. Both practices indicate seriousness of intention and validate faith.

Text & Notes for Teaching Ezra 4-10

Note:  the following text is from the NIV Online Bible.  The study notes are from the NIV Study Bible by Zondervan Press. 

Ezra 4
1 ¶ When the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the exiles were building a temple for the LORD, the God of Israel,

2* they came to Zerubbabel and to the heads of the families and said, "Let us help you build because, like you, we seek your God and have been sacrificing to him since the time of Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who brought us here."

Mt 1:12* After the exile to Babylon: Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel,
Mt 1:13* Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, Abiud the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the father of Azor,

Lu 3:27* the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri,

Ezra 5:2   ZERUBBABEL. A Babylonian name meaning "offspring of Babylon," referring to his birth in exile. He was the son of Shealtiel and the grandson of Jehoiachin (1Ch 3:17), the next-to-last king of Judah. Zerubbabel was the last of the Davidic line to be entrusted with political authority by the occupying powers. He was also an ancestor of Jesus (Mt 1:12-13; Lk 3:27). JESHUA. See note on 2:2.

3* But Zerubbabel, Jeshua and the rest of the heads of the families of Israel answered, "You have no part with us in building a temple to our God. We alone will build it for the LORD, the God of Israel, as King Cyrus, the king of Persia, commanded us."

Ezra 4:2   After the fall of Samaria in 722-721 B.C., the Assyrian kings brought in people from Mesopotamia and Aram. These people served their own gods but also took up the worship of the Lord as the god of the land (2Ki 17:24-41). ESARHADDON. See note on 2Ki 19:37.
4 Then the peoples around them set out to discourage the people of Judah and make them afraid to go on building.

5* They hired counsellors to work against them and frustrate their plans during the entire reign of Cyrus king of Persia and down to the reign of Darius king of Persia.

2Ti 3:12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,
6* ¶ At the beginning of the reign of Xerxes, they lodged an accusation against the people of Judah and Jerusalem.

7* And in the days of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel and the rest of his associates wrote a letter to Artaxerxes. The letter was written in Aramaic script and in the Aramaic language.

8* Rehum the commanding officer and Shimshai the secretary wrote a letter against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king as follows:

9* Rehum the commanding officer and Shimshai the secretary, together with the rest of their associates--the judges and officials over the men from Tripolis, Persia, Erech and Babylon, the Elamites of Susa,

· 10* and the other people whom the great and honourable Ashurbanipal deported and settled in the city of Samaria and elsewhere in Trans-Euphrates.

11* (This is a copy of the letter they sent him.) To King Artaxerxes, From your servants, the men of Trans-Euphrates:

· 12* The king should know that the Jews who came up to us from you have gone to Jerusalem and are rebuilding that rebellious and wicked city. They are restoring the walls and repairing the foundations.
13* ¶ "If you keep your feet from breaking the Sabbath and from doing as you please on my holy day, if you call the Sabbath a delight and the LORD's holy day honourable, and if you honour it by not going your own way and not doing as you please or speaking idle words,
14* then you will find your joy in the LORD, and I will cause you to ride on the heights of the land and to feast on the inheritance of your father Jacob." The mouth of the LORD has spoken.  Isaiah
13* Furthermore, the king should know that if this city is built and its walls are restored, no more taxes, tribute or duty will be paid, and the royal revenues will suffer.

14* Now since we are under obligation to the palace and it is not proper for us to see the king dishonoured, we are sending this message to inform the king,

15* so that a search may be made in the archives of your predecessors. In these records you will find that this city is a rebellious city, troublesome to kings and provinces, a place of rebellion from ancient times. That is why this city was destroyed.

16* We inform the king that if this city is built and its walls are restored, you will be left with nothing in Trans-Euphrates.

17* ¶ The king sent this reply: To Rehum the commanding officer, Shimshai the secretary and the rest of their associates living in Samaria and elsewhere in Trans-Euphrates: Greetings.

18* The letter you sent us has been read and translated in my presence.

19* I issued an order and a search was made, and it was found that this city has a long history of revolt against kings and has been a place of rebellion and sedition.

REBELLION. There is some truth in the accusation. Jerusalem had rebelled against the Assyrians in 701 B.C. (2Ki 18:7) and against the Babylonians in 600 and 589 (2Ki 24:1,20).
20* Jerusalem has had powerful kings ruling over the whole of Trans-Euphrates, and taxes, tribute and duty were paid to them.

21* Now issue an order to these men to stop work, so that this city will not be rebuilt until I so order.

22* Be careful not to neglect this matter. Why let this threat grow, to the detriment of the royal interests?

23* As soon as the copy of the letter of King Artaxerxes was read to Rehum and Shimshai the secretary and their associates, they went immediately to the Jews in Jerusalem and compelled them by force to stop.

24* Thus the work on the house of God in Jerusalem came to a standstill until the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia.

Haggai 1:1-4  1* ¶ In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest:
2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "These people say, `The time has not yet come for the LORD's house to be built.'"
3 Then the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai:
4* "Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your panelled houses, while this house remains a ruin?"
5* Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways.

Ezra 5
1* ¶ Now Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the prophet, a descendant of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel, who was over them.

2 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Jeshua son of Jozadak set to work to rebuild the house of God in Jerusalem. And the prophets of God were with them, helping them.

3* ¶ At that time Tattenai, governor of Trans-Euphrates, and Shethar-Bozenai and their associates went to them and asked, "Who authorised you to rebuild this temple and restore this structure?"

4 They also asked, "What are the names of the men constructing this building?"

5* But the eye of their God was watching over the elders of the Jews, and they were not stopped until a report could go to Darius and his written reply be received.

6* This is a copy of the letter that Tattenai, governor of Trans-Euphrates, and Shethar-Bozenai and their associates, the officials of Trans-Euphrates, sent to King Darius.

7* The report they sent him read as follows: To King Darius: Cordial greetings.

8* The king should know that we went to the district of Judah, to the temple of the great God. The people are building it with large stones and placing the timbers in the walls. The work is being carried on with diligence and is making rapid progress under their direction.

9* We questioned the elders and asked them, "Who authorised you to rebuild this temple and restore this structure?"

10* We also asked them their names, so that we could write down the names of their leaders for your information.

11* This is the answer they gave us: "We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth, and we are rebuilding the temple that was built many years ago, one that a great king of Israel built and finished.

12* But because our fathers angered the God of heaven, he handed them over to Nebuchadnezzar the Chaldean, king of Babylon, who destroyed this temple and deported the people to Babylon.

13* "However, in the first year of Cyrus king of Babylon, King Cyrus issued a decree to rebuild this house of God.

14* He even removed from the temple of Babylon the gold and silver articles of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple in Jerusalem and brought to the temple in Babylon. "Then King Cyrus gave them to a man named Sheshbazzar, whom he had appointed governor,

15* and he told him, `Take these articles and go and deposit them in the temple in Jerusalem. And rebuild the house of God on its site.'

16* So this Sheshbazzar came and laid the foundations of the house of God in Jerusalem. From that day to the present it has been under construction but is not yet finished."

17* Now if it pleases the king, let a search be made in the royal archives of Babylon to see if King Cyrus did in fact issue a decree to rebuild this house of God in Jerusalem. Then let the king send us his decision in this matter.

Ezra 6
1* ¶ King Darius then issued an order, and they searched in the archives stored in the treasury at Babylon.

2* A scroll was found in the citadel of Ecbatana in the province of Media, and this was written on it: Memorandum:

3* In the first year of King Cyrus, the king issued a decree concerning the temple of God in Jerusalem: Let the temple be rebuilt as a place to present sacrifices, and let its foundations be laid. It is to be ninety feet high and ninety feet wide,

4* with three courses of large stones and one of timbers. The costs are to be paid by the royal treasury.

5* Also, the gold and silver articles of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took from the temple in Jerusalem and brought to Babylon, are to be returned to their places in the temple in Jerusalem; they are to be deposited in the house of God.

6* Now then, Tattenai, governor of Trans-Euphrates, and Shethar-Bozenai and you, their fellow officials of that province, stay away from there.

7* Do not interfere with the work on this temple of God. Let the governor of the Jews and the Jewish elders rebuild this house of God on its site.

8* Moreover, I hereby decree what you are to do for these elders of the Jews in the construction of this house of God: The expenses of these men are to be fully paid out of the royal treasury, from the revenues of Trans-Euphrates, so that the work will not stop.

9* Whatever is needed--young bulls, rams, male lambs for burnt offerings to the God of heaven, and wheat, salt, wine and oil, as requested by the priests in Jerusalem--must be given them daily without fail,

10* so that they may offer sacrifices pleasing to the God of heaven and pray for the well-being of the king and his sons.

Ezra 6:10   PRAY FOR THE WELL-BEING OF THE KING AND HIS SONS. In the inscription on the Cyrus Cylinder (made of baked clay), the king asks: "May all the gods whom I have resettled in their sacred cities ask Bel and Nebo daily for a long life for me." The Jews of Elephantine offered to pray for the Persian governor of Judah. The daily synagogue services included a prayer for the royal family (cf. 1Ti 2:1-2).
1* ¶ I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone--
2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.
3* This is good, and pleases God our Saviour,
4* who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.

11* Furthermore, I decree that if anyone changes this edict, a beam is to be pulled from his house and he is to be lifted up and impaled on it. And for this crime his house is to be made a pile of rubble.

· Darius I impaled 3,000 Babylonians when he took the city of Babylon. See NIV text note on Est 2:23.
· Ac 4:24 When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. "Sovereign Lord," they said, "you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them.
12* May God, who has caused his Name to dwell there, overthrow any king or people who lifts a hand to change this decree or to destroy this temple in Jerusalem. I Darius have decreed it. Let it be carried out with diligence.
13* ¶ Then, because of the decree King Darius had sent, Tattenai, governor of Trans-Euphrates, and Shethar-Bozenai and their associates carried it out with diligence.

14* So the elders of the Jews continued to build and prosper under the preaching of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah, a descendant of Iddo. They finished building the temple according to the command of the God of Israel and the decrees of Cyrus, Darius and Artaxerxes, kings of Persia.

15* The temple was completed on the third day of the month Adar, in the sixth year of the reign of King Darius.

Ezra 6:15   TEMPLE WAS COMPLETED. On Mar. 12, 516 B.C., almost 70 years after its destruction. The renewed work on the temple had begun on Sept. 21, 520 (Hag 1:15), and sustained effort had continued for almost three and a half years. According to Hag 2:3, the older members who could remember the splendor of Solomon's temple were disappointed when they saw the smaller size of Zerubbabel's temple (cf. Ezr 3:12).
1 Kings 8: 27* "But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have built! (Solomon's temple)
1Co 6:19* Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own;

16* Then the people of Israel--the priests, the Levites and the rest of the exiles--celebrated the dedication of the house of God with joy.

Ps 122:1* [A song of ascents. Of David.] I rejoiced with those who said to me, "Let us go to the house of the LORD."
17 For the dedication of this house of God they offered a hundred bulls, two hundred rams, four hundred male lambs and, as a sin offering for all Israel, twelve male goats, one for each of the tribes of Israel.

18* And they installed the priests in their divisions and the Levites in their groups for the service of God at Jerusalem, according to what is written in the Book of Moses.

19* On the fourteenth day of the first month, the exiles celebrated the Passover.

20* The priests and Levites had purified themselves and were all ceremonially clean. The Levites slaughtered the Passover lamb for all the exiles, for their brothers the priests and for themselves.

21* So the Israelites who had returned from the exile ate it, together with all who had separated themselves from the unclean practices of their Gentile neighbours in order to seek the LORD, the God of Israel.

22* For seven days they celebrated with joy the Feast of Unleavened Bread, because the LORD had filled them with joy by changing the attitude of the king of Assyria, so that he assisted them in the work on the house of God, the God of Israel.

Ezra 7
1* ¶ After these things, during the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra son of Seraiah, the son of Azariah, the son of Hilkiah,

2* the son of Shallum, the son of Zadok, the son of Ahitub,

3* the son of Amariah, the son of Azariah, the son of Meraioth,

4* the son of Zerahiah, the son of Uzzi, the son of Bukki,

5* the son of Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the chief priest-

Ezra 7:1   (7:1-5) The genealogy of Ezra given here lists 16 ancestors back to Aaron, the brother of Moses. (7:1)
6* this Ezra came up from Babylon. He was a teacher well versed in the Law of Moses, which the LORD, the God of Israel, had given. The king had granted him everything he asked, for the hand of the LORD his God was on him.

7* Some of the Israelites, including priests, Levites, singers, gatekeepers and temple servants, also came up to Jerusalem in the seventh year of King Artaxerxes.

8 Ezra arrived in Jerusalem in the fifth month of the seventh year of the king.

Although the actual distance between Babylon and Jerusalem is about 500 miles, the travelers had to cover a total of about 900 miles, going northwest along the Euphrates River and then south.
9 He had begun his journey from Babylon on the first day of the first month, and he arrived in Jerusalem on the first day of the fifth month, for the gracious hand of his God was on him.
10* For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance of the Law of the LORD, and to teaching its decrees and laws in Israel.

11* ¶ This is a copy of the letter King Artaxerxes had given to Ezra the priest and teacher, a man learned in matters concerning the commands and decrees of the LORD for Israel:

12* Artaxerxes, king of kings, To Ezra the priest, a teacher of the Law of the God of heaven: Greetings.

13* Now I decree that any of the Israelites in my kingdom, including priests and Levites, who wish to go to Jerusalem with you, may go.

Ezra 7:13   ISRAELITES. It is noteworthy that "Israel" is used rather than "Judah." It was Ezra's aim to make one Israel of all who returned.
14* You are sent by the king and his seven advisers to enquire about Judah and Jerusalem with regard to the Law of your God, which is in your hand.

15* Moreover, you are to take with you the silver and gold that the king and his advisers have freely given to the God of Israel, whose dwelling is in Jerusalem,

16* together with all the silver and gold you may obtain from the province of Babylon, as well as the freewill offerings of the people and priests for the temple of their God in Jerusalem.

17* With this money be sure to buy bulls, rams and male lambs, together with their grain offerings and drink offerings, and sacrifice them on the altar of the temple of your God in Jerusalem.

18* You and your brother Jews may then do whatever seems best with the rest of the silver and gold, in accordance with the will of your God.

19* Deliver to the God of Jerusalem all the articles entrusted to you for worship in the temple of your God.

20* And anything else needed for the temple of your God that you may have occasion to supply, you may provide from the royal treasury.

21* Now I, King Artaxerxes, order all the treasurers of Trans-Euphrates to provide with diligence whatever Ezra the priest, a teacher of the Law of the God of heaven, may ask of you--

22* up to a hundred talents of silver, a hundred cors of wheat, a hundred baths of wine, a hundred baths of olive oil, and salt without limit.

23* Whatever the God of heaven has prescribed, let it be done with diligence for the temple of the God of heaven. Why should there be wrath against the realm of the king and of his sons?

24* You are also to know that you have no authority to impose taxes, tribute or duty on any of the priests, Levites, singers, gatekeepers, temple servants or other workers at this house of God.

25* And you, Ezra, in accordance with the wisdom of your God, which you possess, appoint magistrates and judges to administer justice to all the people of Trans-Euphrates--all who know the laws of your God. And you are to teach any who do not know them.

26* Whoever does not obey the law of your God and the law of the king must surely be punished by death, banishment, confiscation of property, or imprisonment.

27 ¶ Praise be to the LORD, the God of our fathers, who has put it into the king's heart to bring honour to the house of the LORD in Jerusalem in this way

28* and who has extended his good favour to me before the king and his advisers and all the king's powerful officials. Because the hand of the LORD my God was on me, I took courage and gathered leading men from Israel to go up with me.

Ezra 8
1* ¶ These are the family heads and those registered with them who came up with me from Babylon during the reign of King Artaxerxes:

2* of the descendants of Phinehas, Gershom; of the descendants of Ithamar, Daniel; of the descendants of David, Hattush

3 of the descendants of Shecaniah; of the descendants of Parosh, Zechariah, and with him were registered 150 men;

4* of the descendants of Pahath-Moab, Eliehoenai son of Zerahiah, and with him 200 men;

5* of the descendants of Zattu, Shecaniah son of Jahaziel, and with him 300 men;

6* of the descendants of Adin, Ebed son of Jonathan, and with him 50 men;

7* of the descendants of Elam, Jeshaiah son of Athaliah, and with him 70 men;

8 of the descendants of Shephatiah, Zebadiah son of Michael, and with him 80 men;

9* of the descendants of Joab, Obadiah son of Jehiel, and with him 218 men;

10 of the descendants of Bani, Shelomith son of Josiphiah, and with him 160 men;

11 of the descendants of Bebai, Zechariah son of Bebai, and with him 28 men;

12 of the descendants of Azgad, Johanan son of Hakkatan, and with him 110 men;

13* of the descendants of Adonikam, the last ones, whose names were Eliphelet, Jeuel and Shemaiah, and with them 60 men;

14 of the descendants of Bigvai, Uthai and Zaccur, and with them 70 men.

15* I assembled them at the canal that flows towards Ahava, and we camped there three days. When I checked among the people and the priests, I found no Levites there.

16* So I summoned Eliezer, Ariel, Shemaiah, Elnathan, Jarib, Elnathan, Nathan, Zechariah and Meshullam, who were leaders, and Joiarib and Elnathan, who were men of learning,

17* and I sent them to Iddo, the leader in Casiphia. I told them what to say to Iddo and his kinsmen, the temple servants in Casiphia, so that they might bring attendants to us for the house of our God.

18 Because the gracious hand of our God was on us, they brought us Sherebiah, a capable man, from the descendants of Mahli son of Levi, the son of Israel, and Sherebiah's sons and brothers, 18 men;

19* and Hashabiah, together with Jeshaiah from the descendants of Merari, and his brothers and nephews, 20 men.

20* They also brought 220 of the temple servants--a body that David and the officials had established to assist the Levites. All were registered by name.

21* ¶ There, by the Ahava Canal, I proclaimed a fast, so that we might humble ourselves before our God and ask him for a safe journey for us and our children, with all our possessions.

22* I was ashamed to ask the king for soldiers and horsemen to protect us from enemies on the road, because we had told the king, "The gracious hand of our God is on everyone who looks to him, but his great anger is against all who forsake him."

Ezra 8:22   I WAS ASHAMED. Scripture speaks often of unholy shame (Jer 48:13; 49:23; Mic 3:7) and on occasion, as here, of holy shame. Ezra was quick to blush with such shame (see also 9:6). Having proclaimed his faith in God's ability to protect the caravan, he was embarrassed to ask for human protection. Grave dangers faced travelers going the great distance between Mesopotamia and Palestine. Some 13 years later Nehemiah was accompanied by an armed escort. The difference, however, does not mean that Nehemiah was a man of lesser faith (see note on Ne 2:9).
23* So we fasted and petitioned our God about this, and he answered our prayer.
1* ¶ In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent), who was made ruler over the Babylonian kingdom--
2* in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according to the word of the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years.
3* So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes.  (Daniel8:1-3) 

24* ¶ Then I set apart twelve of the leading priests, together with Sherebiah, Hashabiah and ten of their brothers,

25 and I weighed out to them the offering of silver and gold and the articles that the king, his advisers, his officials and all Israel present there had donated for the house of our God.

26 I weighed out to them 650 talents of silver, silver articles weighing 100 talents, 100 talents of gold,

27* 20 bowls of gold valued at 1,000 darics, and two fine articles of polished bronze, as precious as gold.

28 I said to them, "You as well as these articles are consecrated to the LORD. The silver and gold are a freewill offering to the LORD, the God of your fathers.

29 Guard them carefully until you weigh them out in the chambers of the house of the LORD in Jerusalem before the leading priests and the Levites and the family heads of Israel."

30 Then the priests and Levites received the silver and gold and sacred articles that had been weighed out to be taken to the house of our God in Jerusalem.

31 ¶ On the twelfth day of the first month we set out from the Ahava Canal to go to Jerusalem. The hand of our God was on us, and he protected us from enemies and bandits along the way.

Heb 13:5* Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."
32 So we arrived in Jerusalem, where we rested three days.

33* On the fourth day, in the house of our God, we weighed out the silver and gold and the sacred articles into the hands of Meremoth son of Uriah, the priest. Eleazar son of Phinehas was with him, and so were the Levites Jozabad son of Jeshua and Noadiah son of Binnui.

34 Everything was accounted for by number and weight, and the entire weight was recorded at that time.

Ezra 8:34   RECORDED. According to Babylonian practice (e.g., in the law code of Hammurapi) almost every transaction, including sales and marriages, had to be recorded in writing. Ezra may have had to send back to Artaxerxes a signed certification of the delivery of the treasures.
Ac 24:16* So I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man.

35 Then the exiles who had returned from captivity sacrificed burnt offerings to the God of Israel: twelve bulls for all Israel, ninety-six rams, seventy-seven male lambs and, as a sin offering, twelve male goats. All this was a burnt offering to the LORD.

36* They also delivered the king's orders to the royal satraps and to the governors of Trans-Euphrates who then gave assistance to the people and to the house of God.

Ezra 9
1* ¶ After these things had been done, the leaders came to me and said, "The people of Israel, including the priests and the Levites, have not kept themselves separate from the neighbouring peoples with their detestable practices, like those of the Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Jebusites, Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians and Amorites.

11* Judah has broken faith. A detestable thing has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem: Judah has desecrated the sanctuary the LORD loves, by marrying the daughter of a foreign god.
12* As for the man who does this, whoever he may be, may the LORD cut him off from the tents of Jacob-- even though he brings offerings to the LORD Almighty.
13* Another thing you do: You flood the LORD's altar with tears. You weep and wail because he no longer pays attention to your offerings or accepts them with pleasure from your hands.

14* You ask, "Why?" It is because the LORD is acting as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant.
15* Has not [the LORD] made them one? In flesh and spirit they are his. And why one? Because he was seeking godly offspring. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith with the wife of your youth.
16* "I hate divorce," says the LORD God of Israel, "and I hate a man's covering himself with violence as well as with his garment," says the LORD Almighty. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith. (Malachi 2)

· Malachi, who prophesied about the same time as Ezra's mission, indicates that some Jews had broken their marriages to marry daughters of a foreign god (Mal 2:10-16), perhaps the daughters of influential  (Malachi)
2* They have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and their sons, and have mingled the holy race with the peoples around them. And the leaders and officials have led the way in this unfaithfulness."

2Co 6:14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?
3* When I heard this, I tore my tunic and cloak, pulled hair from my head and beard and sat down appalled.

4 Then everyone who trembled at the words of the God of Israel gathered round me because of this unfaithfulness of the exiles. And I sat there appalled until the evening sacrifice.

5* ¶ Then, at the evening sacrifice, I rose from my self-abasement, with my tunic and cloak torn, and fell on my knees with my hands spread out to the LORD my God

6* and prayed: "O my God, I am too ashamed and disgraced to lift up my face to you, my God, because our sins are higher than our heads and our guilt has reached to the heavens.

7* From the days of our forefathers until now, our guilt has been great. Because of our sins, we and our kings and our priests have been subjected to the sword and captivity, to pillage and humiliation at the hand of foreign kings, as it is today.

8* "But now, for a brief moment, the LORD our God has been gracious in leaving us a remnant and giving us a firm place in his sanctuary, and so our God gives light to our eyes and a little relief in our bondage.

9* Though we are slaves, our God has not deserted us in our bondage. He has shown us kindness in the sight of the kings of Persia: He has granted us new life to rebuild the house of our God and repair its ruins, and he has given us a wall of protection in Judah and Jerusalem.

10* "But now, O our God, what can we say after this? For we have disregarded the commands

11* you gave through your servants the prophets when you said: `The land you are entering to possess is a land polluted by the corruption of its peoples. By their detestable practices they have filled it with their impurity from one end to the other.

12* Therefore, do not give your daughters in marriage to their sons or take their daughters for your sons. Do not seek a treaty of friendship with them at any time, that you may be strong and eat the good things of the land and leave it to your children as an everlasting inheritance.'

13* "What has happened to us is a result of our evil deeds and our great guilt, and yet, our God, you have punished us less than our sins have deserved and have given us a remnant like this.

14* Shall we again break your commands and intermarry with the peoples who commit such detestable practices? Would you not be angry enough with us to destroy us, leaving us no remnant or survivor?

15* O LORD, God of Israel, you are righteous! We are left this day as a remnant. Here we are before you in our guilt, though because of it not one of us can stand in your presence."

Ezra 10 
1 ¶ While Ezra was praying and confessing, weeping and throwing himself down before the house of God, a large crowd of Israelites--men, women and children--gathered round him. They too wept bitterly.

8* When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!"
2* Then Shecaniah son of Jehiel, one of the descendants of Elam, said to Ezra, "We have been unfaithful to our God by marrying foreign women from the peoples around us. But in spite of this, there is still hope for Israel.

3* Now let us make a covenant before our God to send away all these women and their children, in accordance with the counsel of my lord and of those who fear the commands of our God. Let it be done according to the Law.

4* Rise up; this matter is in your hands. We will support you, so take courage and do it."

5 So Ezra rose up and put the leading priests and Levites and all Israel under oath to do what had been suggested. And they took the oath.

6* ¶ Then Ezra withdrew from before the house of God and went to the room of Jehohanan son of Eliashib. While he was there, he ate no food and drank no water, because he continued to mourn over the unfaithfulness of the exiles.

7 A proclamation was then issued throughout Judah and Jerusalem for all the exiles to assemble in Jerusalem.

8 Anyone who failed to appear within three days would forfeit all his property, in accordance with the decision of the officials and elders, and would himself be expelled from the assembly of the exiles.

9* Within the three days, all the men of Judah and Benjamin had gathered in Jerusalem. And on the twentieth day of the ninth month, all the people were sitting in the square before the house of God, greatly distressed by the occasion and because of the rain.

10 Then Ezra the priest stood up and said to them, "You have been unfaithful; you have married foreign women, adding to Israel's guilt.

11* Now make confession to the LORD, the God of your fathers, and do his will. Separate yourselves from the peoples around you and from your foreign wives."

12* The whole assembly responded with a loud voice: "You are right! We must do as you say.

13* But there are many people here and it is the rainy season; so we cannot stand outside. Besides, this matter cannot be taken care of in a day or two, because we have sinned greatly in this thing.

14* Let our officials act for the whole assembly. Then let everyone in our towns who has married a foreign woman come at a set time, along with the elders and judges of each town, until the fierce anger of our God in this matter is turned away from us."

15* ¶ Only Jonathan son of Asahel and Jahzeiah son of Tikvah, supported by Meshullam and Shabbethai the Levite, opposed this.

16* So the exiles did as was proposed. Ezra the priest selected men who were family heads, one from each family division, and all of them designated by name. On the first day of the tenth month they sat down to investigate the cases,

The committee completed its work in three months, discovering that about 110 men were guilty of marrying pagan wives.
17* and by the first day of the first month they finished dealing with all the men who had married foreign women.
18* Among the descendants of the priests, the following had married foreign women: From the descendants of Jeshua son of Jozadak, and his brothers: Maaseiah, Eliezer, Jarib and Gedaliah.

19* (They all gave their hands in pledge to put away their wives, and for their guilt they each presented a ram from the flock as a guilt offering.)

20 From the descendants of Immer: Hanani and Zebadiah.

21* From the descendants of Harim: Maaseiah, Elijah, Shemaiah, Jehiel and Uzziah.

22* From the descendants of Pashhur: Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethanel, Jozabad and Elasah.

23* Among the Levites: Jozabad, Shimei, Kelaiah (that is Kelita), Pethahiah, Judah and Eliezer.

24* From the singers: Eliashib. From the gatekeepers: Shallum, Telem and Uri.

25 And among the other Israelites: From the descendants of Parosh: Ramiah, Izziah, Malkijah, Mijamin, Eleazar, Malkijah and Benaiah.

26* From the descendants of Elam: Mattaniah, Zechariah, Jehiel, Abdi, Jeremoth and Elijah.

27* From the descendants of Zattu: Elioenai, Eliashib, Mattaniah, Jeremoth, Zabad and Aziza.

28* From the descendants of Bebai: Jehohanan, Hananiah, Zabbai and Athlai.

29* From the descendants of Bani: Meshullam, Malluch, Adaiah, Jashub, Sheal and Jeremoth.

30* From the descendants of Pahath-Moab: Adna, Kelal, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezalel, Binnui and Manasseh.

31* From the descendants of Harim: Eliezer, Ishijah, Malkijah, Shemaiah, Shimeon,

32* Benjamin, Malluch and Shemariah.

33* From the descendants of Hashum: Mattenai, Mattattah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, Manasseh and Shimei.

34* From the descendants of Bani: Maadai, Amram, Uel,

35 Benaiah, Bedeiah, Keluhi,

36 Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib,

37* Mattaniah, Mattenai and Jaasu.

38* From the descendants of Binnui: Shimei,

39 Shelemiah, Nathan, Adaiah,

40 Macnadebai, Shashai, Sharai,

41* Azarel, Shelemiah, Shemariah,

42* Shallum, Amariah and Joseph.

· 43* From the descendants of Nebo: Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Jaddai, Joel and Benaiah.

44 All these had married foreign women, and some of them had children by these wives.
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