Ezra 1-3, Restoring God's People
Joe Morgan
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The Three Returns from Exile




An illustration depicts the advancement of Cyrus, king of Persia, on Babylon. Babylon surrendered and became part of the Persian empire.  (c. 540-538 BC)

What do we know about the Jews at this time?
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The Three Returns


Chronology of the Postexilic Period

Persian Kings
Dates of Their Reigns
Biblical Events
Scripture References
Dates

Cyrus
559-530 b.c.
Edict of Cyrus for the return
Ezra 1:1-4
538 b.c.



First return of 49,897 exiles under Zerubbabel (to build the temple)
Ezra 2
538



The altar and temple foundation built
Ezra 3:1-4:5
536

Cambyses
530-522




Smerdis
522




Darius I
521-486
Haggai prophesied
Book of Haggai
520



Zechariah prophesied
Book of Zechariah
520-518



The temple completed
Ezra 5-6


Xerxes (Ahasuerus)
485-465
Accusation against Judah
Ezra 4:6
486



Esther became queen
Esther 2:17
479

Artaxerxes I (Artashasta)
464-424
Artaxerxes stopped the rebuilding of Jerusalem
Ezra 4:7-23
ca. 464-458



Second return of 4,000-5,000 exiles under Ezra (to beautify the temple and reform the people
Ezra 7-10
458



Third return of exiles, under Nehemiah (to build the walls of Jerusalem)
Book of Nehemiah
444



Nehemiah’s second return
Nehemiah 13:6
ca. 430



Malachi prophesied
Book of Malachi
450-430 (?)

Theological Outline of Ezra 1-3

A. God can use a pagan “to fulfill the word of the Lord.” (1:1-4)

B. God’s people respond to God’s ways. (1:5-6)

C. God will recover and reclaim His possessions. (1:7-11)

D. God’s people, by name and as individuals, are important. (2:1-67)

E. God’s people are generous givers for a good cause. (2:68-70)

F. God’s people worship, regardless of the circumstances. (3:1-6)

G. God’s people will give and organize to get a job done. (3:7-9)

H. God’s people praise Him in success or in disappointment.  (3:10-13)

Questions For Me & You

· If I were in Babylon, would I have been willing to go back to the promised land?

· (Trick Question) Do I want to be a disciple or do I want to be happy?

· What needs restoring in my life?  (worship, obedience to the WORD, walls)

Koinonian Sunday School:  June 25 - September 10

Topic/Scripture:  Ezra and Nehemiah; Building Up God's People

· Come explore how God brought His people back to spiritual health and security.

· Come explore how we may encourage one another's growth in Christ.

DATE
TOPIC/SCRIPTURE
TEACHER

June 25
First Return and Rebuilding under Zerubbabel, Ez 1-3
Joe Morgan

July 2
Overcoming Opposition, Ez 4-6
Norm Herr

July 9
SIDEBAR:  Assurance of Salvation
Greg Van Blair

July 16
Second Return and Reform under Ezra, Ez 7,8
Norm Herr

July 23
Confession and Cleansing, Ez 9,10
Neal Williams

July 30
Third Return and Preparations under Nehemiah, Neh 1:1-2:16
Joe Morgan

Aug 6
Challenging and Organizing the People, Neh 2:17 - 3:32
Bob Gray

Aug 13
SIDEBAR:  How Jesus & Paul Made Disciples
TBA

Aug 20
Dealing with Opposition, Neh 4-6
Bob Gray

Aug 27
Restoration, Neh 7-9
Bob Gray

Sep 3
Covenant and Cleansing 10-13
Ross DeRoche

Sept 10
SIDEBAR:  Discipleship Principles
Joe Morgan

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








� The Bible Knowledge Commentary


� Adapted outline from The Disciples' Study Bible





http://members.aol.com/jmorgan832/joemorgan.htm
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